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Australian domestic aviation is a significant component of domestic and international tourism. In 2008, air 

transport was the primary mode of travel for 23 per cent (or 16.2 million) of all Australian domestic overnight 

trips (NVS), while domestic air transport was used by 24 per cent of international tourists travelling in 

Australia (IVS). In 2008, 78 per cent of the 66.4million seats available in the domestic market were filled. 

This capacity is expected to decrease by approximately 2 to 4 per cent in 2009/2010 following an increase 

of up to 3 per cent in 2008/09 as airlines make adjustments in response to the global economic downturn. 

Related to the economic downturn is the decline in premium traffic, while discount tickets proliferate with 

January 2009 having seen the lowest domestic discount airfares on record since 1992. 
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Domestic seat capacity and load factor: rolling annual June 1995 - Jan 2009
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Source: compiled from BTRE aviation statistics
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