GREAT
GOLF
COURSES
AUSTRALIA
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WATCH OUR COURSE OVERVIEW
CLICK ANYWHERE ON THE CLIP ABOVE TO START PLAYBACK

Australia is a large and
environmentally diverse continent.
Its golf courses are just as diverse,
offering spectacular world-class
layouts amidst jaw-dropping
scenery, accompanied by typical
Australian hospitality.
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INTRODUCTION
Revered for our active, outdoor lifestyle, golf plays an important
part in Australian sports culture. Boasting a rich golf heritage,

The National Golf Club

our courses are renowned for their championship tournaments,
spectacular coastal views, proximity to major cities and design
by some of the best golf architects the world has ever seen.
Great Golf Courses of Australia showcases and facilitates
access to the country’s greatest courses and private clubs,
including the courses in the World Top 100; Barnbougle Dunes,
Barnbougle Lost Farm, Cape Wickham, Kingston Heath, New
South Wales, Royal Melbourne, and The National Golf Club’s
‘Old Course’.
From Victoria to Queensland, South Australia to Tasmania,
Australia’s course layouts will challenge your golf skills and the
landscapes will take your breath away. Walk in the footsteps of
your heroes and join us to experience golf like nowhere else in
the world.

Kingston Heath Golf Club
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VICTORIA

COURSE
INDEX:
ROYAL MELBOURNE
KINGSTON HEATH
THE NATIONAL
VICTORIA
METROPOLITAN
WOODLANDS
PENINSULA KINGSWOOD
COMMONWEALTH
YARRA YARRA
HUNTINGDALE

Commonwealth Golf Club

VICTORIA

GREG NORMAN ON ROYAL MELBOURNE
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The courses of the Sandbelt region have played

the world, the Melbourne Sandbelt is home to eight

host to countless memorable championships

of the country’s finest courses. Located a short

including The Presidents Cup, The World Match

drive from Melbourne city, the Sandbelt is a must-

Play Championship, The Australian Open, the

play destination for the passionate golfer.

Australian Masters and the Johnny Walker Classic.

Inspired by the sandbelt region’s sandy loam
subsoil, which allows instant drainage and year
round play, acclaimed golf architect Dr Alister
Mackenzie was taken aback by the quality of the
land around what is now greater Melbourne. It is on
this land, prior to designing two of the world’s most

With such an exceptional variety of courses within
close proximity of one another and Melbourne
CBD, it is little wonder that Melbourne is known
world wide to be home to the most illustrious and
unique selection of golf courses of any city in the
world.

famous courses – Augusta National and Cypress

Escape the city and head to the Mornington

Point – that McKenzie designed the famous Royal

Peninsula via Woodlands Golf Club for some great

Melbourne West Course.

Golf and Wine experiences. Take in the spectacular
views and fun, challenging courses at The National
before hitting some of Victoria’s best wineries
located just a short drive from the golf course.

VIEW COURSES

“HEAVEN: THE
GREENS ARE SO
BEAUTIFUL, THE
COURSE IS SO
BEAUTIFUL, WHEN I
AM IN MELBOURNE
I JUST WANT TO
GET OUT THERE
AND PLAY”

Celebrated as one of the finest stretches of golf in

KINGSTON
HEATH
GOLF CLUB

WEST COURSE

ROYAL
MELBOURNE
GOLF CLUB

#1 AUSTRALIA
#8 WORLD
EAST COURSE

#7 AUSTRALIA
#28 WORLD

AUSTRALIA’S MOST

Put simply it’s a combination of the greatest land,

RESPECTED CLUB AND

greatest design and greatest construction ever seen in

HIGHEST RATED COURSE
(THE WEST COURSE).
ROYAL MELBOURNE IS

this country.
Picking out West Course highlights is difficult. The
bold bunkering is visually spectacular while the rough

CONSISTENTLY RECOGNISED

areas around the tees and bunkers are a mix of native

INTERNATIONALLY

grasses, which naturally frame each hole, providing

AS WELL AS AT HOME.

great definition and contrast without distracting from
the strategy. Full of dramatic undulation, fertile sandy
soil and with a natural, rugged appearance, it was a gift

Royal Melbourne Golf Club is renowned
worldwide for its exceptional layout. Comprising
of two courses, the East and West, the West
Course is consistently rated as the #1 course in
Australia and in the top 10 in the world. Although
less famous than it’s sibling,the East Course has
an exceptional layout and has achieved a World
Top 100 ranking. Together, they represent the

from the golfing gods.
Meanwhile the East Course starts and finishes on
the main site alongside its more famous sibling, with
these seven ‘home paddock’ holes the highlight. The
bunkering is superb while the greens, though smaller
than the West’s are as beautifully constructed and
intricately sloped. The 18th is one of the most awesome

pinnacle of Australian Golf.

finishing holes in golf and the crescendo of finishing at

Designed by renowned Scottish architect Dr

ensures that this is a place where golfing dreams are

Alister Mackenzie in 1926, volumes have been

realised.

written on the qualities of the West Course.
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“YOU HAVE SO
MANY DIFFERENT
OPTIONS ON THE
COURSE; OFF THE
TEES, OPTIONS
NEAR THE GREENS.
GOLFERS RAVE
ABOUT KINGSTON
HEATH AND I CAN
UNDERSTAND WHY.”

the Royal Melbourne Clubhouse, immersed in history,

TIIGER WOODS ON KINGSTON HEATH

KINGSTON HEATH

#3 AUSTRALIA
#22 WORLD

A jewel of the Melbourne Sandbelt, Kingston
Heath enjoys an enviable reputation for its
superb conditioning all year round. While
most courses in the modern era are built on
over 250 hectares, the 18 holes at Kingston
Heath were built on only 125 hectares.
The course is perfectly manicured. Its
bunkering and clever use of dips and
hollows fool the non-observant golfer. If you
wildly deviate from the fairway, the rough
(comprising long grass, tea-tree and sandy
scrapes) will test your ability to get the ball
back into play.
Since the 1948 Australian Open, Kingston
Heath has regularly hosted national and
international tournaments, including seven
Australian Opens and one Women’s Australian
Open. The club marked its centenary in 2009
with a new clubhouse and by staging the
Australian Masters, won by Tiger Woods.

VICTORIA
GOLF CLUB

VICTORIA GOLF CLUB

#9 AUSTRALIA

VICTORIA GOLF CLUB OFFERS A GOLFING EXPERIENCE ON
PAR WITH THE WORLD’S BEST. THE BEAUTIFULLY LANDSCAPED
MOONAH COURSE

#12 AUSTRALIA
OLD COURSE

THE NATIONAL
GOLF CLUB

#16 AUSTRALIA
OCEAN COURSE

#41 AUSTRALIA

COURSE IS DESIGNED TO CHALLENGE BOTH THE AMATEUR AND
PROFESSIONAL GOLFER. IT IS ONE OF THE REGION’S TOUGHER
COURSES, WITH LIGHTNING-FAST GREENS AND SOME OF THE
BEST BUNKERING IN AUSTRALIA.
Victoria Golf Club is unmistakably a course featuring all of the design characteristics of a
traditional Sandbelt Course. A successful round requires strategic drive and approach shots to
avoid bunkers and reach the wonderful green complexes.
However, Victoria offers more than a simple round of golf with its unmistakable Australian
hospitality and exceptional club facilities. As Peter Thomson said, “Some clubs have a

A TRUE TEST OF GOLF, THE

The fairways and greens of the Moonah Course

NATIONAL GOLF CLUB IS

are exceptionally well maintained and good

LOCATED A SHORT 75 MINUTE
DRIVE SOUTH OF MELBOURNE,
AT CAPE SCHANCK ON
VICTORIA’S SPECTACULAR
MORNINGTON PENINSULA.

shots are rewarded with birdie opportunities.
Strategic bunkering and hole routings that
incorporate the natural sand dunes penalise
errant shots.
Meanwhile the Gunnamatta Course (formally the
Ocean Course) has recently been redesigned

The club has 3 exceptional and highly regarded
18 hole golf courses; the Old Course, the
Moonah Course and the newly re-designed
Gunnamatta Course. Combined, these courses
ensure The National is consistently rated as
one of the best pieces of golfing real estate in
the country.
A dramatically beautiful course with
unsurpassed views of the coastline, strategic
ball positioning is a must on the Old Course.
The greens are large and tiered, and only those
with sure hands who can hold their nerve
will prosper.
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by the Architectural genius of US Golf Architect,
Tom Doak. The Gunnamatta Course, whose
name stems from the indigenous word for
sandhills, provides an interesting yet challenging
route for golfers of all abilities. Meandering
through the coastal dunes of its Cape Schanck
locale, the Gunnamatta course takes full
advantage of natural hazards in addition to the
spectacular ocean backdrop.

special character that sets them apart. It is not necessarily the quality of the course, or
the accommodations of the buildings that distinguishes them. It is more essentially the
membership, past, and present, and the file of achievements over such a period of decades
that creates such a tradition. Victoria Golf Club is such a Club". The club is also home to 2006
US Open champion Geoff Ogilvy.

METROPOLITAN
GOLF CLUB

METROPOLITAN

#13 AUSTRALIA

TUCKED AWAY IN MELBOURNE’S SOUTHEAST, JUST FIFTEEN
MINUTES FROM THE CBD, METROPOLITAN GOLF CLUB HAS BEEN
REGARDED AS ONE OF THE FINEST CHAMPIONSHIP COURSES IN
AUSTRALIA FOR ALMOST A CENTURY.
Metropolitan features the largest number of bunkers of any course in Australia. 96 pot bunkers
flank the lightning fast bent greens to test the short game of even the most experienced golfer.
Throughout its rich history Metropolitan has challenged the best players in the world. In total
the Club has hosted seven Australian Opens, five Australian PGAs, ten other professional
tournaments and in 2001 hosted the Australian Amateur Championship for the fifth time.
It was also the 2014 host of the Men’s Australian Open and in 2018, hosted the prestigious
international tournament, the World Cup of Golf.

WOODLANDS
GOLF CLUB

WOODLAND

#27 AUSTRALIA

LARGELY UNHERALDED OUTSIDE OF MELBOURNE, THE
WOODLANDS GOLF CLUB IS YET ANOTHER EXCEPTIONAL
EXAMPLE OF CLASSIC AUSTRALIAN GOLF COURSE
ARCHITECTURE. IT IS ALSO ONE OF THE FEW PRIVATE GOLF
CLUBS THAT REMAINS ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE.
Woodlands is a course that will consistently test all aspects of the shot-making ability of any
golfer. Together with pure couch fairways, firm bent grass greens, brilliant bunkering and striking
tree lines, it is a true test of golf. In aiming for the small, hard and generally very fast greens,
golfers will also enjoy being surrounded by the magical Australian landscape and indigenous
vegetation including the glorious Red Gum, many of which are hundreds of years old.

P10

COMMONWEALTH
GOLF CLUB
Commonwealth Golf Club is one of the eight clubs
that forms the famous “Melbourne Sandbelt” and is
a superb test for golfers of all abilities. Revered for its
challenging driving holes and subtle sloping greens,
Commonwealth Golf Club was designed by club
professional Sam Bennett.
Commonwealth’s first 12 holes opened early in 1921
and the full 18 were in play by 1924. In 1926, Charles
Lane, the Club Captain, travelled abroad to study golf
architecture and met British designer Harry Colt, a
former partner of Alister MacKenzie. Upon returning
to Australia, Lane applied his newfound knowledge of
course architecture to Commonwealth, doing much of
the work himself.
The course calls for accurate shot-making when playing
from the fairway and offers guests an experience of the
stunning and quintessential Australian landscape and
native vegetation. The trees that line these fairways have
long been considered amongst the finest stands in golf
seen in Australia.
The Club has hosted numerous events over the years,
notably the Australian Open and Victorian Open. In
recent times, the Club hosted the 2010 and 2011
Women’s Australian Open.

COMMONWEALTH

#30 AUSTRALIA

‘THE GENIUS OF
COMMONWEALTH
IS ITS ADHERENCE
TO ONE SIMPLE
RULE –THAT EACH
GREEN SHOULD BE
ORIENTED OR TILTED
IN SUCH A WAY THAT
IT CRADLES AN
APPROACH FROM ONE
SIDE OF THE FAIRWAY
AND SHOULDERS
AWAY SHOTS FROM
THE INCORRECT LINE
OF APPROACH’
TOM DOAK

PENINSULA
KINGSWOOD
COUNTRY
GOLF CLUB

NORTH COURSE

#5 AUSTRALIA
SOUTH COURSE

#20 AUSTRALIA

Peninsula Kingswood is the first of its kind

The South Course - since the original

in Australia. Created through the merger

Peninsula facility was developed into a 36

of two established clubs – Peninsula and

hole facility in the late 1960’s, the South

Kingswood – each a century old, the new

course has always been regarded as the

Peninsula Kingswood Country Golf Club is

longer, more difficult test of golf. Built over

a super-club on-par with the world’s best. In

flatter ground than the North, the new

2014, Peninsula Kingswood’s two courses

design truly captures its sandbelt origins.

– North and South – underwent an upgrade

Bunkering and green design have been

by Australian golf architecture firm Ogilvy

reworked, placing a premium on positioning

Clayton Cocking Mead (OCCM) unlike any

from the tee. Perhaps the most unique

seen in Australia. The aim; to realise the

characteristic of the new design has been

potential of the site by creating a true Sandbelt

opening up the original creek lines, forming

experience, both in design and conditioning.

a key part of the design on at least half a
dozen holes.

The North Course - while the intention
was never to create two distinctly different

A true ‘Country Club’ since its inception,

designs, the nature of the site suggested that

Peninsula Kingswood offers a range of

the North would always feel a little different

luxurious accommodation options and

to the South. The North, playing over sandier

non-golf facilities. The clubhouse contains

and more undulating ground (with perhaps

8 luxuriously appointed accommodation

the best examples of heathland vegetation

rooms. Additionally, spacious on-course

of any ground), was always intended to

villas are nestled discretely around the

be a pure Sandbelt experience. Firm and

complex. The villas feature an expansive

fast, with tilted greens, expansive bunkers,

living space and deck with views of the

wide fairways and roughs, the North course

course and surrounds.

features that distinctive combination
of sand, native grasses and heathland
vegetation that the region is known for.

HUNTINGDALE
GOLF CLUB
Huntingdale Golf Club, located in the heart of
Melbourne’s world-famous Sandbelt region,
is one of Australia’s premier championship
golf courses. Consistently rated as one of

THE YARRA
YARRA
GOLF CLUB

the best-conditioned courses in the country,
Huntingdale is also the Sandbelt’s youngest.
The course greets golfers with superbly
manicured fairways, strategic bunkering,
YARRA YARRA

large true greens and great memories of the

#37 AUSTRALIA

game’s finest players gracing its fairways in
the Australian Masters. This combination
of features ensures that Huntingdale
challenges the best professionals and the
latest technology.

THOSE WHO WALK THE FAIRWAYS AND CORRIDORS OF
YARRA YARRA ENJOY AN EXPERIENCE WITH THE SPIRITS
OF THOSE GREAT AMATEURS, PROFESSIONALS AND
MEMBERS WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE.
Nestled in Melbourne’s eastern suburbs, Yarra Yarra offers any guest the chance to
bask in the glorious native Australian landscape while facing the challenges of one
of Australia’s oldest courses.
The primary architect of this renowned Sandbelt Course was Alex Russell who, in
1926, formed a partnership with the famed Dr Alister MacKenzie during his brief visit
to Australia. Today, it remains substantially the same as the original layout and like
all great golf courses, has stood the test of time.
In Tom Doak’s ‘Confidential Guide’, a review of the architecture of the best courses
on the planet, the four par 3s at Yarra Yarra are rated seventh (Yarra Yarra is the
only course to appear in this category in the Southern Hemisphere). The 11th hole,
described by Peter Thomson as a ‘national treasure’, is invariably in the experts’
collections of the best 18 holes in Australia.
Host to a multitude of international, national and state tournaments many of the
world’s greatest golfers have traversed the greens of this magnificent course. Robert
Allenby and Stuart Appleby both launched their professional careers from their
membership as amateurs at Yarra Yarra.
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A hotspot for international, national and
state tournaments alike, in 2008 Huntingdale
celebrated its 30th consecutive year of
hosting the Australian Masters and is
justifiably recognised as the ‘Home of the
Australian Masters’.

HUNTINGDALE

#50 AUSTRALIA

“I LOVE THE GOLF
COURSE… I LOVE
HUNTINGDALE…
I ALWAYS HAVE”
ROBERT ALLENBY ON HUNTINGDALE

NEW
SOUTH
WALES
NSW Golf Club

COURSE
INDEX:
NSW GOLF CLUB
THE LAKES

NEW SOUTH WALES

ARNOLD PALMER ON NSW GOLF CLUB
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Golfers in Sydney should also experience The

Sydney – the magnificent and vibrant harbour city,

Lakes Golf Club, host of the Australian Open in

the majestic Blue Mountains, the quiet seclusion of

2010, ’11 and ’12. Travel further north along the

picturesque bays, beaches and coastal inlets and

coast to the Magenta Shores Golf Club and into the

breathtaking golf experiences.

Hunter Valley to play The Vintage and sample the
local wine, gourmet fare and experience the slower

On the edge of the rugged cliffs of Botany Bay

paced life of country NSW.

looking out on the vast expanse of the
Pacific Ocean, lies the renowned golf route of the
New South Wales Golf Club.
Perched atop the coastal headland, this Dr Alister
MacKenzie designed course is ranked in the World
Top 100. The inspiring layout is bound by water on
three sides and exhibits many characteristics of
true links golf. The undulating fairways and small
greens call for great skill, particularly when the sea
breeze blows.

VIEW COURSES

“IT’S ONE OF THE
GREATEST GOLF
COURSES I’VE
SEEN. THE VIEWS
ARE SPECTACULAR
AND THE COURSE
IS REALLY FUN.”

The state of New South Wales has much to offer;

NSW
GOLF CLUB

NSW GOLF CLUB

#5 AUSTRALIA
#46 WORLD

SITUATED ON THE RUGGED

The inspiring layout is bound by water on three

CLIFFS AT LA PEROUSE, NEW

sides and has many of the characteristics of true

SOUTH WALES GOLF CLUB
OVERLOOKS BOTANY BAY
WHERE CAPTAIN JAMES
COOK FIRST SAILED INTO
AUSTRALIA ON THE HMS

links golf. Magnificently wild and exposed, the entire
course offers tremendous views and a series of
stunning holes built around, over and through the
hills and valleys that lead toward the coastline. The
course’s undulating fairways and small greens call
for great skill in shot making when the sea breezes

ENDEAVOUR IN 1770. TODAY

blow. It has been written that golf had its origins on

GOLFERS CONTINUE TO

unique seascapes similar to this one, where the

MAKE THE PILGRIMAGE TO
THIS SACRED SITE TO TACKLE
A COURSE BUILT BY NATURE,

wind is a dominating factor and the direction from
which it blows makes any of the eighteen holes
comparatively easy or extremely difficult.

FRAMED BY THE PACIFIC

In short, this is more than just a golf course – it is an

OCEAN AND SHAPED BY THE

unforgettable experience of nature. To play golf at

GREATEST HAND OF ALL.

NSW Golf Club is to play golf how the game was

THE LAKES
GOLF CLUB

THE LAKES

#19 AUSTRALIA

intended to be played – at the complete mercy of
Mother Nature and the golfer’s ability.

ESTABLISHED IN 1928, THE LAKES GOLF CLUB IS ONE OF
SYDNEY’S MOST PRESTIGIOUS PRIVATE GOLF CLUBS. LOCATED
ONLY 15 MINUTES FROM THE CBD, THE LAKES BORDERS THE
BOTANY AQUIFER AND WETLANDS AREA, SHOWCASING
SPECTACULAR VIEWS AND AN ABUNDANCE OF WILDLIFE
ALONGSIDE ONE OF AUSTRALIA’S GREATEST GOLF COURSES.
The course features Kikuyu grass fairways and bent grass greens, which are presented in
excellent playing condition year round. Barren sandy wastes, water hazards, ‘wirey’ fescue
rough, and undulating greens are the prominent features found at the modern links course
that is The Lakes. The bunkers on course also feature sand from the original sandhills, making
play possible year round no matter the weather conditions. The small particles and consistent
shape of the sandhills, a result of millions of years of exposure to the elements, can grab a
miss-hit ball and give a player without good sand skills some difficulty.
The Lakes Golf Club is also a renowned Championship venue and has hosted multiple
tournaments including the Johnnie Walker Classic, the Greg Norman International, the PGA
Championship and the prestigious Australian Open in 2010, 2011 and 2012.
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QUEENSLAND

COURSE
INDEX:
HAMILTON ISLAND

P

Hamilton Island

1

5

QUEENSLAND

GOLF AUSTRALIA MAGAZINE
ON HAMILTON ISLAND GOLF CLUB
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With a spectacular backdrop of the Whitsunday

secluded beaches, fascinating coral reefs and

Islands, the course’s changes in elevation,

diverse flora and fauna, Queensland showcases

restricted landing areas and the ever-present

Australia’s exceptional golf in a tranquil tropical

ocean breeze provide a definite challenge from

paradise.

the back tees and enjoyable resort golf from the
forward tees.

The Great Barrier Reef, sailing, luxurious
accommodation and one of Australia’s finest

Brisbane and the Sunshine Coast are also home

golf courses are all within easy reach on

to an array of excellent courses dotted along

Hamilton Island.

the coast between the pristine beaches and a
wonderful rainforest-clad hinterland.

Stay on island and enjoy a round on nearby
Dent Island, Australia’s only championship
island golf course.

VIEW COURSES

“VISUALLY
SPECTACULAR,
HAMILTON ISLAND
GOLF COURSE IS
ONE OF THE GREAT
ENGINEERING AND
COURSE DESIGN
FEATS AUSTRALIA
HAS EVER SEEN.”

A delightful blend of sun-filled days, calm waters,

HAMILTON
ISLAND

HAMILTON ISLAND

#44 AUSTRALIA

PERCHED AT THE EDGE OF

provide a definite challenge from the

THE GREAT BARRIER REEF,

back tees and enjoyable resort golf

THE HAMILTON ISLAND
GOLF CLUB HAS SOME OF
THE MOST SPECTACULAR
VIEWS AND SETTINGS
OF ANY GOLF COURSE IN

from the forward marks. The par 71,
18-hole course features two distinctly
different nine hole circuits returning to
the central clubhouse with panoramic
views of Dent Passage and Hamilton
Island.

THE WORLD.
The island’s natural and rugged beauty,
Located on neighbouring Dent Island,

together with its mountainous terrain

the golf course is the only club in

affords stunning 360-degree views

Australia to have it’s own private island.

across secluded coves and

The course is designed to challenge all

beaches to adjacent islands

levels of golf enthusiasts, from casual

and the mainland beyond.

players to professionals, as a series of
holes strung along ridges and played
across steep valleys. Changes in
course elevation, restricted landing
areas and ever-present breezes

TASMANIA

COURSE
INDEX:
BARNBOUGLE DUNES
BARNBOUGLE LOST FARM
KING ISLAND

T

A

S

TASMANIA

JACK NEWTON ON THE DUNES, BARNBOUGLE
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Tasmania also bats above its average when it

untouched beaches, rugged mountain ranges,

comes to world class golf facilities, boasting

the world’s largest tract of temperate rainforest

three courses in the prestigious World Top 100

and an extraordinary 1.4 million hectares

list – all of which have onsite accommodation

(nearly 1/5 of the total island) of World Heritage

available to guests.

listed national parks and reserves.
In short, although Australia’s island state may
Tasmania’s golf courses are undoubtably some

be slightly off the beaten track, it’s an essential

of the most spectacular in the country, if not

addition to any bucket-list golf trip.

the world. Here, tees perch on the edge of
dramatic coastlines, holes meander through
rolling sand dunes, and golfers games are
critiqued by inquisitive livestock grazing in
surrounding paddocks.

VIEW COURSES

“THE DUNES, WITH
THE OCEAN BACKDROP, PROVIDE
THE IDYLLIC
INGREDIENTS FOR
AN OUTSTANDING
TEST OF TRUE
LINKS GOLF”

Tasmania, Australia’s island state, is home to

BARNBOUGLE
LOST FARM
GOLF LINKS

LOST FARM

#7 AUSTRALIA
#89 WORLD

DESIGNED BY BILL COORE, BARNBOUGLE LOST FARM, WHICH
SITS ADJACENT TO THE DUNES COURSE, HAS RAPIDLY EARNED A
REPUTATION AS ONE OF AUSTRALIA’S BEST COURSES. OPENING
IN LATE 2010, THIS MAGNIFICENT LINKS COURSE WITH DRAMATIC
DUNES AND OCEAN VISTAS HAS RACED INTO THE WORLD TOP
100 RANKINGS.

BARNBOUGLE
DUNES GOLF
LINKS

With a reputation for minimalist course design and a philosophy that traditional, strategic golf is
the most rewarding, head architect Bill Coore created the 20 hole Lost Farm with the intention
DUNES

of complementing the canvas provided by the dramatic Anderson Bay coastline.

#4 AUSTRALIA
#36 WORLD

Despite the close proximity of The Dunes and Lost Farm, the two courses are remarkably
different. The sand dunes on which Lost Farm is located are steeper and more dramatic than
those of Barnbougle Dunes. The layout of holes at Lost Farm also offers a more diverse routing
compared to Barnbougle Dunes, with fairways that roll both along the coast and inland.

DESIGNED BY US ARCHITECT TOM DOAK AND AUSTRALIAN MIKE
CLAYTON, BARNBOUGLE DUNES ROLLS THROUGH THE SANDY
COASTAL DUNES OF NORTHEAST TASMANIA. WIDE FAIRWAYS,
UNFORGIVING ROUGHS AND UNDULATING GREENS MAKE
BARNBOUGLE DUNES THE PERFECT CHALLENGE FOR ALL SKILL
LEVELS. COMPLETED IN 2004, THIS COURSE HAS BECOME AN ICONIC
AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATION OF TRUE LINKS GOLF.

Across 200 acres of undulating coastal dunes, the breathtaking landscape upon which Barnbougle
Dunes has been created mirrors the wild coastal links courses of Scotland and Ireland. A blend of
fescue and bent grasses, the course flourishes in the coastal environment. Fairways at Barnbougle
Dunes are wide – wider than most golfers will have experienced on traditional courses. The greens are
lively, rolling with the natural undulation of the dunes. And with the 4th hole boasting the largest bunker
in the southern hemisphere, this course is designed to challenge.
Golf at Barnbougle Dunes is a game of strategy, where each shot requires tactical thought and a little
creativity can be very rewarding. It’s strong enough to test gifted golfers, yet fair enough to be enjoyed
by the average player. With the addition of on course accommodation facilities and the Dunes Bistro, it
is the perfect golf escape for anyone that enjoys the game.

P22

Barnbougle Lost Farm is a course dramatically different from the standard Links Golf Course.
Unlike a standard course, Lost Farm features a quirky 20 holes. The greens are dispersed
amongst the dunes and along the coastline. The sweeping fairways complement the
surrounding landscape giving the illusion the course was a natural creation by mother nature.
A diverse routing that offers an exciting challenge for golfers of all abilities, the Lost Farm facility
also includes a 50-room Lodge, Restaurant, DaySpa and Sports Bar for patrons to enjoy.

CAPE WICKHAM
GOLF CLUB

CAPE WICKHAM

#3 AUSTRALIA
GOLF DIGEST

Located on the north west coast of King Island in Bass Strait, Cape Wickham –
designed by Mike DeVries and Darius Oliver – is nothing short of visually spectacular.
A glorious collection of holes on a notoriously dangerous, yet fundamentally
breathtaking stretch of Australian seacoast, its route is heart-pounding.
With an ocean view from almost every hole, Cape Wickham is a fine example of a true
Links Course. Its characteristic wide fairways are essential to avoid the rough marrom
grass flanking the fairway and account for the persistent sea breeze.
The course’s opening holes play alongside rocks and crashing surf before moving
inland (but not out of the wind) then returning to the ocean’s edge at the downhill
10th. The five closing holes reach out and back to Cape Wickham Lighthouse before
reaching the crescendo closing hole which curves along Victoria Cove beach.
Onsite accommodation facilities ensure golfers that make the pilgrimage to play Cape
Wickham are well catered for. The first tee is at the doorstep of the cabins and golfers
can take advantage of longer daylight hours in summer months when the sun sets
closer to 9pm. With barely a soul within several kilometres, Cape Wickham is a true
soul-seeking experience for the avid golfer.

“IN A NUTSHELL, THE
ENTIRE WICKHAM
EXPERIENCE IS
AUSTRALIAN GOLF’S
BEST-KEPT SECRET.”
ROHAN CLARKE, AUSTRALIAN GOLF DIGEST

SOUTH
AUSTRALIA

COURSE
INDEX:
ROYAL ADELAIDE
THE GRANGE
KOOYONGA

Royal Adelaide Golf Club

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

JOHN STEINBREDER (JOURNALIST) ON ROYAL ADELAIDE
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Little more than a short pitching wedge from Royal

observing 600-million years of geological history

Adelaide lie Kooyonga and The Grange Golf Clubs.

at Wilpena Pound or exploring vineyards in the

Magnificent additions to the itinerary of any golf

Barossa, Adelaide is the gateway to Australia’s

enthusiast, these courses will inspire your senses,

premier wine regions, treasured national

challenge your golf skills and provide the perfect

landscapes and fabulous golf.

prelude to a glass of world-renowned South
Australian wine.

Royal Adelaide is the stand out of South Australia’s
many exceptional courses and is one of Australia’s
oldest established golf clubs. Royal Adelaide was
designed by local countrymen C.L. Gardiner and
H.L. Rymill.
However it was the later consultation by the famed
Dr Alister MacKenzie that saw valuable changes
made to the course, thoughtfully incorporating the
site’s magnificent natural features and confirming
its position as one of Australia’s great courses.

VIEW COURSES

“LINKSY IN NATURE
AND FREQUENTLY
BUFFETED BY WINDS
FROM NOT-TOO
DISTANT SEAS, ROYAL
ADELAIDE IS FULL OF
CHARACTER, WITH
SMALL PINEY FORESTS
SET ALONG FAIRWAYS
AND BEHIND GREENS,
AND HISTORY.”

Whether traversing the ancient Flinders Ranges,

ROYAL ADELAIDE
GOLF CLUB

ROYAL ADELAIDE

#10 AUSTRALIA
#99 WORLD

KOOYONGA
GOLF CLUB

WITH A CORE OF

Royal Adelaide has experienced numerous alterations

DESIGNED BY HOME-GROWN ADELAIDE GOLF COURSE

OUTSTANDING

over it’s lifetime, the most notable by the famed Dr Alister

ARCHITECT, H.L RYMILL, KOOYONGA GOLF CLUB IS A

HOLES AND AN
UNMISTAKABLY
ADVENTUROUS
STREAK, ROYAL

MacKenzie in 1926. MacKenzie’s gift to the club was to
leave behind the extraordinary 3rd hole that, with a frontal
pin, may well be one of the best short par fours anywhere
in the world.

ADELAIDE PROVIDES

Royal Adelaide retains the distinctive character of a

A PLATFORM FOR

comparatively open links course, an attribute by no means

CREATIVE SHOTS
AND AN EXTREMELY
ENJOYABLE GOLFING
EXPERIENCE.

common in Australia. It is this character which members
and visitors alike recognise as a priceless asset in a golf

#22 AUSTRALIA

WONDERFUL EXAMPLE OF A TRADITIONAL STYLE GOLF COURSE.
LAID OUT ON A SANDY, UNDULATING PARCEL OF LAND IN THE
CITY’S SANDBELT, LOCATED 15 MINUTES FROM ADELAIDE’S CBD.
Long recognised for its superb conditioning and playability all year round, Kooyonga is a
challenging course that has hosted numerous championship events, most recently the 2018
Women’s Australian Open.

course situated so close to a major city. Taken as a whole,

Its undulating, sandy terrain was identified by Rymill as being ideal for golf, an attribute that

the Seaton course, with its wide-open spaces, poses more

is as true today as it was in 1922. Wind is an ever-present hazard at Kooyonga making the

problems than appear at first sight, except under the most

course index remarkably fluid, depending on the direction of the breeze. Rymill’s original

benign conditions. Most members are more than happy to

course routing survives to this day, although the course has been enhanced over the years by

complete their round having played to their handicaps.

judicious improvements, the most recent by current architects Crafter + Mogford.

The links at Seaton has been the venue for many

One intriguing characteristic of Kooyonga is the back-to-back par 5 opening holes, followed by

international and interstate matches and championships.

consecutive par 3 holes on the back nine. While giving an unusual balance to the course card,

The Club has hosted nine Open Championships of

each of these holes plays quite differently to its companion in terms of length, character and

Australia and sixteen Amateur Championships of Australia.

direction of play.

The Australian Ladies Amateur and Open Championships
have also been played over the links.
P25

KOOYONGA

In short, Kooyonga provides an outstanding golfing experience and is a ‘must play’ course for
interstate and international golf tourists.
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Drive time from
airport

Drive from the
CBD

MEL

45 mins

35 mins

MEL

45 mins

30 mins

Victoria

MEL

1 hr 25 mins

1 hr 15 mins

Victoria

MEL

45 mins

35 mins

Metropolitan

Victoria

MEL

35 mins

25 mins

Woodlands

Victoria

MEL

45 mins

35 mins

The bunkering is organised to catch poor shots as well as the slightly misplayed good shot, with the

Peninsula Kingswood

Victoria

MEL

55 mins

40 mins

undulation of the surrounding ground presenting many stimulating options with the short shots around

Commonwealth

Victoria

MEL

45 mins

25 mins

Yarra Yarra

Victoria

MEL

40 mins

30 mins

Huntingdale

Victoria

MEL

40 mins

25 mins

ground on the front nine and transitions into some of the best golfing land on the property on the

NSW Golf Club

New South Wales

SYD

15 mins

25 mins

back nine. Many tee shots ask players to make a decision on the line they wish to take – challenging

The Lakes

New South Wales

SYD

5 mins

20 mins

Hamilton Island

Queensland

HTI

Ferry Ride

Ferry Ride

Barnbougle Dunes

Tasmania

LST

1 hr

20 mins

Barnbougle Lost Farm

Tasmania

LST

1 hr

20 mins

Courses

State

Royal Melbourne

Victoria

Kingston Heath

Victoria

The West is a classic golf course with tall pine trees, tight greens and perfectly placed bunkers. First

The National

opened in 1926, and redesigned in 2007 by Mike Clayton Golf Designs, it is laid out in excellent golfing

Victoria

THE BIRTHPLACE OF GREG NORMAN’S PROFESSIONAL CAREER, THE
GRANGE GOLF CLUB COMBINES TWO EXCEPTIONAL 18 HOLE GOLF
COURSES JUST 14KM FROM ADELAIDE.

country. Its routing is punctuated by wide corridors perfectly suited for strategic golf holes, with Callitris
and Monterey Pines and expansive native grass areas giving it the intangible feel of a wonderful place
to play golf. Its interesting set of green complexes encourages players to be accurate with their irons.

the greens.
The East Course, originally designed by Vern Morcom and opened in 1967, was redeveloped by Greg
Norman Golf Course Design and reopened in 2012. Its strategic design is routed over slightly flatter

bunkers and native areas off the tee will offer the premium line into greens that are set seamlessly into
surrounding undulations.

“JUST THE NAME “THE GRANGE GOLF CLUB”
CONJURES UP THE MOST PLEASURABLE AND
EXCITING MEMORIES... IT IS A CLUB WITH ALL
THE FINEST AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONS OF
GOLF AND EVERYTHING THAT IS ASSOCIATED
WITH THIS WONDERFUL SPORT WE ALL LOVE.”
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GREG NORMAN

Nearest
Airport

Cape Wickham

Tasmania

KNS

1 hr

1 hr

Royal Adelaide

South Australia

ADL

10 mins

18 mins

The Grange

SA, Adelaide

ADL

14 mins

20 mins

Royal Adelaide

SA, Adelaide

ADL

3 mins

15 mins

MEL - Melbourne

ADL - Adelaide

BNE - Brisbane

LST - Launceston

SYD - Sydney

HTI - Hamilton Island

v

BOOKINGS,
CADDIES
& COURSE
ETIQUETTE
Part of golf’s appeal is the history and etiquette

can ensure that the courses you wish to play will

surrounding this wonderful (and sometimes

be enjoyable for you. Golfers that do not have

ridiculous) game. Australian golf is no different

a handicap should indicate this when making a

and we ask that you please respect standard

booking request so we can work with you to select

rules and regulations when playing our

courses that will be most suitable.

spectacular courses.
Dress Code is the final element of the game that
The availability of carts on Australian courses

makes it, well, golf! Dress code may vary from

will vary from club to club. Golf in its traditional

course to course, but as a general rule, golf gear

form, from Scottish and Irish origins, is played

must be neat and casual. Collared shirts or golf

without carts and many of the great courses in

polos are required for both men and women and

Australia have inherited this tradition. However,

shorts must be, at minimum, knee length. Golf

should a golfer be physically unable to walk a

shoes are required on course. Please take the time

course, carts may be made available. Please be

to ensure you will meet dress code regulations by

sure to enquire about cart hire when planning

consulting our guidelines.

your itinerary.
As a general rule, golfers are required to submit
their handicap during the golf booking process.
The Great Golf Courses of Australia vary in
difficulty. In providing your handicap details we

Cart Hire

Course Style

Tournaments

Status

1. Royal Melbourne

Medical Certificate

Sandbelt

Women’s Australian Open
Australian Masters
World Cup
President’s Cup

Private Club

2. Kingston Heath

Medical Certificate

Sandbelt

Australian Open
Women’s Australian Open
Australian Masters
Australian Match Play Championship

Private Club

3. The National

Yes

Links

4. Victoria

Medical Certificate

Sandbelt

Australian Open
Women’s Australian Open

Private Club

5. Metropolitan

Medical Certificate

Sandbelt

Australian Open
Women’s Australian Open
Australian Masters
World Cup of Golf

Private Club

6. Woodlands

Yes

Woodlands

Australian Amateur Championship

Private Club

7. Peninsula Kingswood

Yes

Country Club

8. Commonwealth

Medical Certificate

Sandbelt

Australian Open
Women Australian’s Open

Private Club

9. Yarra Yarra

Yes

Sandbelt

Women’s Australian Open

Private Club

10. Huntingdale

Medical Certificate

Sandbelt

Australian Masters

Private Club

11. NSW Golf Club

Yes

Links

Men’s Australian Open

Private Club

12. The Lakes

Yes

Championship

Yes

Resort

14. Barnbougle Dunes

Medical Certificate

Links

Public

15. Barnbougle Lost Farm

Medical Certificate

Links

Public

16. Cape Wickham

Yes

Links

Public

COURSE SNAPSHOT

VICTORIA

Private Club

N E W S O U T H WA L E S

Private Club

QUEENSLAND
13. Hamilton Island

PGA Professionals Championship

Public

TA S M A N I A

SOUTH AUSTR ALIA
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Private Club

VICTORIA

17. Royal Adelaide

Medical Certificate

Championship

Australian Open

Private Club

18. Kooyonga Golf Club

Medical Certificate

Championship

Women’s Australian Open

Private Club

19. The Grange Golf Club

Medical Certificate

Championship

Women’s Australian Open

Private Club

C O N TA C T

golf@greatgolfaustralia.com.au or
Refer to the extensive information resource
of www.greatgolfaustralia.com.au
International ratings are by
US Golf Digest unless otherwise noted.
Australian ratings by australian golf magazine.

