Up close and personal

Meet the guides from Great Fishing Adventures of Australia
Australia is renowned the world over for its spectacular landscapes, unique wildlife and
sporting prowess. So what better way to experience all three than by casting your line into a
once-in-a-lifetime Aussie fishing adventure?
With nearly 60,000 kilometres of coastline,
extensive river systems (including one of the longest
navigable rivers in the world) and more than 4000
fish species, it should come as little surprise that
Australia’s fishing opportunities are as diverse as the
continent itself.
From serious game fishing in one of the Seven
Natural Wonders of the World, the Great Barrier Reef,
to the technical art of fly fishing in Tasmania’s glacial
lakes, there’s a seafood smorgasbord of unforgettable
fishing experiences to be had across Australia.
Of course, with such diverse locations come even
more varied fish species. Perhaps Australia’s most
iconic fish species is the mighty Barramundi, residing
in the tropical rivers of the continent’s north. But
for serious saltwater sport and game fishing, no
bucket list is complete without reeling in one of the
1000-pound Giant Black Marlin which migrate up

and down Queensland’s Great Barrier Reef. Further
inland, Australia’s many mountain ranges give way to
flowing freshwater rivers and expansive lakes, home
to iconic species like Murray Cod, Wild Brown Trout
and Rainbow Trout.
However, these journeys aren’t just for the
experienced. Catering to an array of skill levels and
travel styles, Australia’s ultimate fishing adventures
promise experiences to challenge competitive anglers
searching the world for their next once-in-a-lifetime
catch, through to offering spectacular day trips for
first-time anglers. Ranging from luxury escapes to
budget breaks, there are more adventure options
than scales on a fish. And who better to introduce
you to Australia’s picturesque waterways than
some of the nation’s greatest fishing guides? Here
they share their personal experiences and unique
expertise, shaping what makes Australian fishing
such an unforgettable adventure.

Karen Brooks

Driftwater, Tasmania
Formerly a cheesemaker, a caterer,
and later an international flower
exporter, it wasn’t until Karen Brooks
joined her new partner (now husband)
on a weekend camping trip that she
discovered fly fishing.
“I just loved it: the challenge, the
outdoor setting, the precision – it
was like hiking but with a purpose,”
she laughs. “There’s so many things
to balance, like the river current, the
insects hatching, the casting position –
you really have to work for it.”
Years later, after selling her flower
business, Karen and husband Peter
embarked on a round-the-world trip,
further developing their new shared
passion of fly fishing.
“When we were in the United States I
really noticed how women were a much
bigger part of the industry, whereas in
Australia it was really only fellas out

“Tasmania offers such diverse fly fishing, from tiny streams to
big rivers, lowland lakes to shallow glacier lakes – each involves
a whole new challenge and skillset.”

Contact Information:
driftwater.tas@bigpond.com
driftwater.com.au

on the water,” reflects Karen, now an
internationally accredited fly caster
and one of a few female competitive
fly fishers. “That’s where I saw a real
opportunity, not just for my career, but
for Australian fishing as a whole to be
more inclusive of women.”
Returning to Australia with full
certification in fly fishing, casting,
instructing, and guiding, Karen and
Peter bought an idyllic old homestead
in Tasmania’s Meander Valley, just over
200 kilometres northwest of Hobart,
where they now host exceptional (and
female-friendly) fly-fishing experiences
as part of Driftwater’s offerings. Home
to coveted Wild Brown Trout and
Rainbow Trout, you can learn from
Karen’s award-winning techniques
during a customised stay here, with
experiences ranging from rivers and
lakes to wading or boats, with picnic
lunches and luxurious suites to retreat
to every day.

Luke Griffiths

Renegade Fishing Charters, Queensland
As a 12-year-old, Luke Griffiths
once drew a picture of his dream
future – fishing around Queensland’s
spectacular Whitsunday Islands, in
the heart of the Great Barrier Reef,
on a charter boat named Outlaw.
Today, Luke, born and bred in the
nearby Airlie Beach region, is doing
precisely that with not one but three
charter boats (the others named
Renegade and Elizabeth E II), which
he skippers.
“As I got older I realised I prefer
making people happy by showing
them amazing fishing spots, rather
than actually fishing myself,” he
chuckles.
Now offering five- to 10-night
liveaboard saltwater sportfishing

“It’s such a large playground for fishing and the scenery is just
amazing. Beyond the pinks and purples of the corals, the water is
so vibrant, as are the fish – even the sand is iridescent. It really
needs to be seen to be believed.”

charters around the outer reefs on the
Elizabeth E II, Luke doesn’t shy from
its worldwide acclaim as a once-in-alifetime location.
“We’re fishing some 200 nautical
miles offshore and the variety and
size of fish is just second to none,
with around 80 per cent of the world’s
most targeted tropical reef fish in
these waters,” he explains, noting local
species like Dogtooth Tuna, Sailfish,
Black Marlin, Blue Marlin, Giant
Trevally, Yellowfin Tuna and Wahoo.
With a large focus on catch-andrelease to preserve the biodiversity of
the Great Barrier Reef, charters can
include game, sport and reef fishing,
fly fishing, spearfishing, diving and
snorkelling. Depending on your

Contact Information:
info@renegadecharters.com.au
renegadecharters.com.au

Josh Hutchins

Aussie Fly Fisher,
New South Wales and Northern Territory
Josh Hutchins, better known across
the industry as the ‘Aussie Fly Fisher’,
shares his fly fishing expertise in many
forms. As an expert photographer,
social media influencer, and writer
(regularly contributing to various
fishing magazines), Josh also imparts
knowledge and skills by guiding fresh
and saltwater fly-fishing expeditions
across Australia.
“I really enjoy showcasing the diversity
of Australia’s fishing experiences and
landscapes, teaching the world there’s
so much more here than crocodiles and
red dirt,” he muses. Having learned the
art of fly fishing in his teens, Josh likens
its appeal to hunting with a bow and
arrow, as opposed to rifle. “There’s a
simple beauty to catching a fish on fly
because you almost have to trick it first,
it’s more of an even battle, it’s such a
challenge,” he says. “Which makes it
highly addictive.”

While Aussie Fly Fisher does offer
packages, including accommodation,
food and all the trimmings, trips
can be fully customised to suit your
preferences in location, style and
budget. Dedicated freshwater fly
fishers can choose from an array of
locations across New South Wales,
including the coveted Snowy Mountains
region. Situated some 500 kilometres
southwest of Sydney, this region is
arguably the most renowned trout
fishery in mainland Australia. With
rugged mountains, wild open plains and
alpine streams, it is an idyllic setting
for fly fishing endemic species like
Murray Cod, as well as the mighty Trout.
Meanwhile up in the Northern Territory,
Josh also frequents the tropical
Wessel Islands for extended saltwater
fly-fishing trips – prime territory for
catching species like Barramundi, the
elusive Blue Bastard, and even “the holy
grail of fly fishing”, Permit fish.

“With the rise of social media, it’s become so much easier and
exciting to connect with people from all over the world about fishing
experiences they would never have known about otherwise.”

Contact Information:
aussieflyfisher@gmail.com
aussieflyfisher.com

travel tastes, Luke’s fully customised
charters, which he runs with wife
Allira, can also include day trips to
surrounding coral cays. The wellappointed accommodation on board
features 10 twin-share cabins with
ensuites, as well as a licensed bar and
expert chefs, serving local produce
like full sashimi platters.

Tony Fyfe

Far North Sports Fishing, Queensland
A self-proclaimed “mad fisherman” who
grew up casting and reeling in New
Zealand, Tony Fyfe always turned to
fishing as respite from his busy career
in manufacturing and exporting, which
saw him based across Asia for 20
years. It wasn’t until a holiday to Port
Douglas, over 1700 kilometres north of
Brisbane in tropical north Queensland,
that Tony got to experience what the
internationally renowned Great Barrier
Reef has to offer.
“Having fished all over the world, from
Panama to the US, the array of species
you can catch here on a single trip is
just incredible,” says Tony in his matterof-fact manner. “But back then, I also
saw a big gap in the market for more
high-end fishing experiences here.”
Fast forward several years and Tony has
turned that opportunity into a reality

“With more granders between Cairns and Lizard Island than
anywhere else in the world, if you wanted to catch a big fish, the
odds are you’ll do it here.”

Contact Information:
info@farnorthsportsfishing.com
farnorthsportsfishing.com

Kelly Fallon

Kekoa, Queensland
Following in the footsteps of her
father, Kelly Fallon is a secondgeneration Giant Black Marlin
fishing charterer in Cairns, situated
1700 kilometres north of Brisbane,
overlooking the Great Barrier Reef.
While game fishing has been a part of
Kelly’s life since childhood, it wasn’t
until she returned to Australia after
a 10-year-stint in Japan working
in international business, that she
rekindled her love of life on the water
– and a certain childhood friend.
“I was at a bit of a crossroads so Mum
suggested I come home and join Dad
on the boat, who Luke crewed for back
when he started his career,” Kelly
smiles, referring to Luke Fallon, an
award-winning marlin captain and her
now husband.

Together, the pair now run Kekoa,
offering private game fishing charters
between Cairns and Lizard Island for
the region’s acclaimed Giant Black
Marlin season.

portfolio, Kelly is now an award-winning
game fishing and estuary fishing
champion, as well as author of the Black
Marlin Blog – one of the most widely read
game fishing websites in Australia.

“Every year marlin congregate
around here during their migration,
especially the Giant Black Marlin from
September to November – it’s just the
best place in the world for a bucketlist catch for big game fisherman,” she
beams, noting their strict catch-andrelease approach.

You can learn from her expertise
on board Kekoa’s day trips or
personalised three- to 10-day
charters, promising world-class
fishing, views, snorkelling, as well as
fine dining that champions Australian
produce with a Japanese influence.

While Luke captains the vessel (named
Kekoa, which means warrior in Hawaiian),
Kelly manages the administrative side
of the business, as well as extending
her talents as the on-board cook and
photographer. Adding to her impressive

“There’s nothing more rewarding than seeing guests experience
the thrill of catching a 1000-pound marlin for the first time – it’s
just amazing.”

Contact Information:
kelly@kekoa.com.au
kekoa.com.au

after relocating to Port Douglas and
establishing his private luxury charter
service, Far North Sports Fishing.
On board the lavishly appointed
mothership, Blue Martini, Tony takes
guests on extended, long-range charters
to remote locations along the Cape
York Peninsula, customised to personal
preferences and the season.
With another four vessels in Tony’s
fleet to accommodate all conditions,
charters can incorporate river fishing
for Barramundi and Mangrove Jack
during the wet season, through to reef
fishing for Queenfish and Nannygai in
the dry season. But the big-ticket item
is the 1000-plus pound Giant Black
Marlin (known as ‘granders’ to those in
the know), which frequent the area from
August to November.

Darren Nickolls

Dhipirri Barra & Sportfishing Lodge,
Northern Territory
Darren Nickolls first heard whispers of
the Northern Territory’s world-class
fishing at his brother’s tackle shop
in southeastern Queensland, where
customers would return from their
travels gushing about the mammothsized Barramundi. He couldn’t resist
exploring the Northern Territory
himself, and hasn’t left since. Now
with 23 years’ experience hosting
guided fishing trips around Darwin’s
tropical waters, he and wife Sharon
run exclusive multi-day adventures
from their secluded fishing lodge in
Arnhem Land, about 350 kilometres
northeast of Darwin.
“It’s just so untouched, so magical –
there are few places like this in the
world where you won’t see another

“To be allowed onto this land by the Traditional Owners is pretty
special – there’s a mutual respect for the land and what it gives.”

person,” says Darren of their remote
lodge, which with the permission of
local families, has exclusive rights to
operate in the area, ensuring a truly
private experience.
With both salt and freshwater fishing
available, the mighty Barramundi
takes centre stage, thanks to the
breathtaking rivers nearby. Among
such prime locations is the Arafura
Swamp – an enormous catchment area
and ‘Barra’ breeding ground, as well
as home to an abundance of other
wildlife.

enthuses. “It’s also a feeding frenzy
for crocodiles.”
Darren can also guide guests around
the nearby Crocodile Islands where
popular reef fish like Snapper and
Red Emperor reside, while Pelagic
species such as Mackerel, Queenfish
and Northern Blue Tuna can be found
less than a kilometre from the lodge.
There’s fly fishing and mud crabbing
available too, while the lodge also
features a fully qualified chef and
beachfront cabins, plus a private
airstrip for flights from Darwin.

“The native birdlife here is unreal with
magpie geese, hawks, and sea eagles
– it’s not uncommon to see a flock of
hundred or more birds lift off,” Darren

Contact Information:
info@dhipirribarra.com.au
dhipirribarra.com.au

Andrew (‘Tub’) White

Kimberley Coastal Camp, Western Australia
When you meet Andrew White you’d
best call him ‘Tub’ if you want to
stay on his good side, which is in
your best interests to experience
one of Australia’s most remote and
spectacular fishing camps. As the
owner and operator of Kimberley
Coastal Camp, tucked away on
Western Australia’s rugged far north
coast, 3500 kilometres north of
Perth, he explains it’s only accessible
by helicopter or float plane,
accommodating a select lucky few.
But even a straight-talking character
like Tub struggles to sum up the
appeal of this award-winning safaristyle resort.
“Honestly, it’s just stunning. It sucks
you in with this wow factor – the red
rock formations, the colour of the
water, the Aboriginal rock art and
history, and that’s before you even
think about the fish,” he says. “To me,

fishing is the bonus of being in such
a beautiful destination.”
A big bonus indeed. With huge tidal
rivers, mangrove lined creeks, estuaries,
offshore reefs and islands as well as
open ocean surrounding the camp, this
is prime territory for both blue water
fishing and river fishing. Here you can
reel in mighty Barramundi, Threadfin
Salmon and Blue Nose Salmon, Giant
Trevally and Coral Trout, as well as mud
crabs and oysters.
If that’s not diverse enough, the
camp promises no set itineraries so
guests can also choose from guided
bushwalks to ancient rock art, scenic
boat cruises, cooking classes or just
relaxing by the freshwater pool. With
an expert chef also on hand, expect
restaurant-quality meals and threecourse dinners too.

“There are lots of beautiful places in the world, but few can
compare with the Kimberley. More than that, you get to fish here
and have it all to yourself – it’s just something else.”

Contact Information:
info@kimberleycoastalcamp.com.au
kimberleycoastalcamp.com.au

David (‘Lunch’) Doudle

Australian Coastal Safaris, South Australia
Although David Doudle (known
as ‘Lunch’) grew up on the land,
working a sheep and grain farm,
these days you’ll find him on the
water, showcasing the coastline and
biodiversity of ‘Australia’s Seafood
Capital’. Marked on maps as Port
Lincoln, situated 650 kilometres
west of Adelaide, it’s home to the
largest commercial fishing fleet
in the Southern Hemisphere, as
well as some of the country’s most
spectacular scenery if you ask Lunch,
whose childhood farm was just 20
minutes away.
“Every chance we got was spent
exploring new beaches and bays,
snorkelling, fishing and spearfishing,”
he grins. “And that’s just what we’re
still doing, but now I get to take people
from all around the world to enjoy it.”

“It’s incredible being able to showcase the Aussie dream, with
some of our very best fishing, wildlife, scenery and food all in
one place.”

With outstanding local knowledge of
the best secret beaches and fishing
haunts around, Lunch shares his
insights and contagious passion for the
region on multi-day private tours with
Australian Coastal Safaris, run with his
“better half”, Mandy Drummond.
Unsurprisingly, a key focus of these
tailor-made tours is fishing charters to
suit varying skill levels. With a location
that allows for deep-sea fishing in the
Southern Ocean, targeting popular
species like Southern Bluefin Tuna,
Kingfish, and Blue Groper, charters can
also focus on inshore fishing around
beautiful Coffin Bay, home to species
like the famous King George Whiting,
Garfish, even squid.

– you can often find yourself the
only ones on a 26-kilometre beach,”
Lunch marvels.
Beyond fishing, the team can also
take you whale watching, swimming
with seals, or on-land adventures to
see koalas in their natural habitat,
as well as emus, kangaroos, birdlife,
and reptiles.
Then retire to a luxurious, fully-catered
beach house near Port Lincoln, to
sample some of the region’s best local
food and wine.

“Part of what makes this area so
special is the space and ruggedness

Contact Information:
info@australiancoastalsafaris.com.au
australiancoastalsafaris.com.au

Sandra Watt and Stuart Maconachie
Bay Fish N Trips, Victoria
The adage ‘good things come to those
who wait’ certainly befits Sandra
Watt (formerly a school teacher), and
partner Stuart Maconachie (once
a sales representative in the crop
protection industry), who joined the
fishing industry later in life. Now
hosting private and shared day-trip
charters as part of Bay Fish N Trips,
this endearing couple have embraced
the opportunity to share their love of
Melbourne’s vast Port Phillip Bay.
“It’s one of the most biodiverse
stretches of water, and one of the
largest enclosed spaces of saltwater
in the Southern Hemisphere,”
explains Sandra. “Being so big and
shallow, it’s essentially like a pan
with lots of rock, reef and seagrass at
the bottom, which acts as a nursery
for species like Snapper and King
George Whiting.”

Adding to the diversity of local fish is
the recent banning of unsustainable
practices.
“Since they banned scallop dredging
a few years back, and now net
fishing is coming to an end – it will
be fully gone by 2022 – the quality
and quantity of sea life is just
astonishing,” says Stuart, who has
fished locally his whole life. “We’re
certainly not limited – they’re here
all year,” he laughs, rattling off
other species like Australian Salmon,
Flathead, Wrasse and Calamari.
It’s not just fish that have returned
– the bay is now home to a resident
Common Dolphin population, which you
can often see swimming on the bow.
“They seem to really like our boat,
even the Dolphin Research Institute
noticed,” says Sandra.

“Seeing someone catch their first fish, no matter what the size is,
is just pure joy,” beams Sandra.

The boat, lovingly named The Plover,
was built during World War II for the
Royal Australian Army, but these days
she leisurely charters families and
day-trippers around Port Phillip Bay
and nearby Mornington Peninsula.

Contact Information:
plover@bayfishntrips.com.au
bayfishntrips.com.au

Charters also include a classic
barbecue feast on board, plus topquality gear and assistance.

More info
For more information on any of these
experiences, including famil opportunities,
high-res imagery or to arrange interviews,
reach out to:
Dean Cooper
Executive Officer
Great Fishing Adventures of Australia
dcooper@tourism.australia.com
australia.com/fishing
tourism.australia.com/fishing

