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SIGNATURE
EXPERIENCES
OF AUSTRALIA
a curated selection of Australia’s
D iscover
ultimate holiday experiences with the

The collectives that make up Signature
Experiences of Australia represent the very
essence of the country, including guided
Aboriginal experiences, memorable walks,
fishing adventures, wildlife journeys,
unparalleled winery experiences, prestigious
golf courses, leading cultural attractions and
immersive luxury lodges. With each collective
revealing a distinctive facet of Australia,
Signature Experiences of Australia is a
celebration of the nation’s uniqueness at its
finest.

Dale Tilbrook Experiences,
Western Australia

There are 180 businesses across the eight
collectives, with more than 8,000 Australian
businesses supporting the delivery of these
exceptional experiences. Each collective
partners with local artisans, producers and
expert guides to create authentic experiences,
from incorporating home-grown insights to
sourcing the pick of fresh produce for innovative
cuisine. These partnerships ensure Signature
Experiences of Australia doubles as a powerful
vehicle to benefit the local communities in
which the members operate.
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Packaging the most outstanding experiences
across the country, Signature Experiences of
Australia invites travellers on a personalised
odyssey to not only see the best of the best
in Australia, but truly touch, taste, learn
and connect with the country in a way that
enriches the senses as much as it inspires the
imagination. This collaborative collection will
resonate with travellers seeking to explore
beyond the brochure, discover a different
Australia, learn about a new perspective, and
engage in unforgettable activities that can
transform them profoundly.
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Signature Experiences of Australia program,
a partnership between Tourism Australia and
a select group of industry collectives from
across the country. An impressive portfolio
of premium travel offerings, each of the eight
collectives draws on a wealth of expertise to
provide unparalleled experiences for discerning
travellers, media, and travel planners.

Above all, Signature Experiences of Australia is
guided by travellers’ interests and preferences.
From the creative to the active, the rustic
to the extravagant, and high adrenaline to
highly acclaimed – there is no limit to the
customisations that can be made. These
carefully curated experiences can accommodate
individual bucket lists, varying lengths of
time, price points and priorities, and cover all
corners of the country. The result is a range of
extraordinary travel offerings that capture the
diversity and colour of Australia as well as the
imaginations of those who experience them.
Longitude 131°,
Northern Territory

our
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partners
Echidna Walkabout
Nature Tours,
Victoria

Australian War Memorial,
Australian Capital Territory

Sand Dune Adventures,
New South Wales

Groote Eylandt
Sports Fishing,
Northern Territory

The National,
Victoria

Three Capes Lodge Walk,
Tasmania

Spicers Peak Lodge,
Queensland

d'Arenberg Cube,
South Australia
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Australian
Wildlife
Journeys
Celebrating all Aussie creatures
great and small, the Australian
Wildlife Journeys (AWJ) collective
brings together 10 independently
owned small businesses to
showcase the greatest guided
wildlife encounters Australia has
to offer.
Australia is synonymous with its
weird and wonderful wildlife, from
kangaroos and koalas to echidnas
and emus. With more than 80 per
cent of the country’s intriguing
native species found nowhere
else on Earth, it’s little wonder
Australia’s unique animal kingdom
has become deeply entrenched in
the national identity.
Reflecting the diverse landscapes
and locations they inhabit, AWJ
members incorporate unforgettable
guided journeys that cater to
an array of wildlife interests,
from Australia’s endemic birds
(there are more endemic species

in Australia than in any other
country) to the fish and marine
mammals that flourish in these
world-renowned biodiverse waters.
Of course, Australia’s native land
mammals and iconic marsupials are
prominently featured, as are some
of the 869 reptile species across
the country (approximately 93 per
cent of which are unique to the
island continent).
Through sustainable tourism
practices, AWJ seeks to protect
the continent’s amazing wildlife
by raising awareness and giving
travellers the opportunity
to actively contribute to the
regeneration of local ecosystems.
By collaborating with other
collectives and local providers,
each AWJ member promises
an immersive experience that
educates as much as it inspires,
while giving back to the
communities and ecologies they
feature.

Media contact: John Daw, Executive Officer Australian Wildlife Journeys
john@australianwildlifejourneys.com australianwildlifejourneys.com
@AustralianWildlifeJourneys @AustralianWildlifeJourneys @AWJourneys

Wombat, Premier Travel Tasmania,
Tasmania

Australian Wildlife Journeys

12

MEDIA KI T

What’s new?

Bringing together Tassie’s
most spectacular mountains,
marsupials and monotremes,
Premier Travel Tasmania has
launched the 5 Day Tasmanian
Wildlife and Wilderness
Encounter. Centring around
UNESCO World Heritage-listed
Cradle Mountain National
Park, about 200 kilometres
(125 miles) north-west
of Hobart, this adventure
also takes in the Central
Highlands, Maria Island and
Mount Field National Park. As
travellers are guided through
ancient rainforest to the
rugged coastline, they can see
the likes of quolls, kangaroos,
echidnas, platypus, wallabies,
wombats and the most
famous local, the Tasmanian
devil. With many of these
animals most active at night,
expect nocturnal tours,
too. From the wildly rugged
to the wildly comfortable,
travellers then retire to luxury
accommodation nestled in
nature, such as the iconic
Cradle Mountain Hotel and
Thousand Lakes Lodge.
Another new island adventure
takes place on Kangaroo
Island, off the coast of
South Australia, where
Exceptional Kangaroo Island
has partnered with private
wildlife refuge Kangaroo
Island Land for Wildlife to
launch Flinders Chase Focus.
This hands-on full-day tour
allows travellers to actively
take part in conservation
efforts to regenerate the
island’s vast wilderness,
which was affected by
the 2019/2020 bushfires.
Travellers can participate

Don’t miss

Forester Kangaroo, Premier Travel Tasmania,
Tasmania

in wildlife surveys and
check fencing and motion
cameras while getting a close
understanding of the endemic
sooty dunnart (an endangered
tiny carnivorous marsupial),
followed by a gourmet picnic
lunch in the bush. Efforts are
rewarded with a guided tour
of Flinders Chase National
Park to explore nature’s
gravity-defying sculpture,
Remarkable Rocks, as well as
Admirals Arch – home to a
large colony of fur seals.
Award-winning Echidna
Walkabout Nature Tours
has also launched an East
Gippsland Wildlife Journey,
some 350 kilometres
(217 miles) north-east of
Melbourne, Victoria, in the
wake of the recent bushfires.
This immersive four-day
conservation journey features
some of south-eastern
Australia’s most intriguing

forest dwellers, including
dazzling butterflies, koalas,
wombats, swamp wallabies
and lyrebirds, as well as
goannas and Gippsland water
dragons. But beyond the
wildlife walks, impassioned
travellers can also help to
set up a wild koala research
project and conduct bird and
wildlife surveys on the fringes
of bushfire-affected areas,
and assist in removing fishing
nets from waterways.

An extraordinary six-day private travel
experience, the Ultimate Luxury Safari
Adventure by Lords Kakadu & Arnhemland
Safaris traverses air, land and sea to some of
the Northern Territory’s most acclaimed (and
secluded) locations. Amid the otherworldly
wilderness of Australia’s Top End, travellers
can spot wallabies, quolls, dingos, bats,
goannas, frogs, pythons, waterbirds and
legendary saltwater crocodiles. Enriching
the adventure with cultural understanding,
guests can also experience the wonder of
sacred Aboriginal sites and ancient rock
art, as well as meet locals in some of the
country’s most remote communities. Led
by expert guides, including charismatic
and award-winning founder Sab Lord, the
team imparts its passion and knowledge of
the area throughout the journey. High-end
accommodation ensures a luxurious finish
to each day, with stays at Lords’ private
permanent bush camp, Bamurru Plains Lodge,
and Davidsons Arnhemland Safaris Lodges.

Did you know?

Lords Kakadu & Arnhemland Safaris,
Northern Territory

Echidna, Exceptional Kangaroo Island,
South Australia

Koala, Echidna Walkabout Nature Tours,
Victoria

Rock Art, Davidson’s Arnhemland Safaris Lodge,
Northern Territory

Orca, Naturaliste Charters,
Western Australia

The Bremer Canyon, found underwater 515
kilometres (320 miles) south-east of Perth
in Western Australia, is the only place in
Australia where you can regularly see killer
whales (orcas) in the wild. More than 150 killer
whales return to this submarine canyon each
year between January and April, making it
home to the largest known congregation of the
species in the southern hemisphere. The best
way to experience this up-close encounter is
with Naturaliste Charters’ Bremer Bay Killer
Whale Expedition, which guides travellers into
the deep blue Southern Ocean, sharing expert
knowledge about the killer whale’s biology and
ecology along the way. Local pods regularly
approach and surround the vessel, providing
expeditioners front-row seats as these
magnificent apex predators hunt, or socialise
and vocalise in family groups. Keep watch for
a variety of other marine life inhabiting the
area, including dolphins, pilot whales, sperm
whales, sharks, Australian sea lions, giant
squids and albatrosses.

AUSTRALIAN WILDLIFE JOURNEYS
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EXMOUTH
9 •

9	Exmouth Dive
and Whalesharks
Ningaloo
10	Naturaliste Charters
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Cultural
Attractions
of Australia
Cultural Attractions of Australia (CAoA),
the latest partner of Signature Experiences
of Australia, celebrates the diverse ethnic,
cultural, and sporting influences that have
shaped and defined who we are, as both
a nation and a world-renowned travel
destination. From UNESCO World Heritagelisted sites and boundary-pushing art
galleries to hallowed sporting grounds,
these are the places, people and stories
that have formed the Australian nation.
Sydney Opera House,
New South Wales

There are 18 members of CAoA, each
revealing a chapter of the nation’s cultural
narrative, giving international visitors
front-row seats to some of Australia’s most
important histories and an understanding
of what it really means to be an Aussie.
With almost 30 carefully curated
experiences available, ranging in cost
from $140 to $50,000 per person, CAoA
promises some of Australia’s most exclusive
and bespoke back-stage experiences.

program, CAoA can coordinate and expedite
the experience with a customised, queuefree tour, taking in a private boat ride down
the Derwent River, an indulgent tasting at
Mona’s own winery cellar door, and even a
private tour and dinner with Mona’s founder
and artistic mastermind, David Walsh.

Among the singular members is Tasmania’s
Museum of Old and New Art (Mona) in
Hobart. This museum showcases Australia’s
cheeky irreverence by way of a startling
collection of weird and wonderful artworks
that revel in the curious corners of the
human condition, from digestion to death.
But true to the Signature Experiences

From the creative to the cricket pitch,
CAoA’s diverse range of experiences also
encompasses Australia’s proud sporting
history. Of all the sporting events, teams
and figures that have become ingrained
in Australian culture, few compare to the
nation’s unwavering love of cricket at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG). While

anyone can still see their teams in action
at the MCG, CAoA can arrange private tours
so sports fans can walk on the revered
turf and enjoy an in-depth tour around the
birthplace of Test cricket. And at South
Australia’s Adelaide Oval, there’s a novel
opportunity for guests to put their name up
on the century-old scoreboard.
You can step back into history and relive
Australia’s gold-rush era at Sovereign Hill,
the nation’s largest outdoor museum, in
the town of Ballarat in Victoria. Or you can
explore the country’s origins as a convict
settlement at the extensive Port Arthur
Historic Site, 90 minutes’ drive south-east

of Hobart in Tasmania, or at the imposing
convict-built Fremantle Prison in Perth.
This is where history meets the
contemporary world, and exclusive
experiences connect discerning travellers
with Australiana.
Media contact: Jane Ross, Executive Officer
Cultural Attractions of Australia
jross@culturalattractionsofaustralia.com
culturalattractionsofaustralia.com
@culturalattractionsAU
@culturalattractionsAU

Cultural Attractions of Australia
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What’s new?

If it’s possible to get a sense
of Australia’s entire history
in one day, CAoA’s latest
member, the National Museum
of Australia, is your best bet.
Set in the nation’s capital city
of Canberra, on the shores
of Lake Burley Griffin, this
extraordinary home of history
guides travellers through the
diverse and varied corners
of Australia’s social history.
From Aboriginal culture
dating back more than
60,000 years to European
settlement, through political,
sporting, environmental and
technological milestones
to today, this unmissable
museum promises compelling
displays and events along the
way. With CAoA, there is also
the option to go behind the
scenes to peruse off-display
collections or enjoy a tour of
the city by hot-air balloon
with a museum expert.
Another CAoA newcomer
this year is the Australian
National Maritime Museum
in Darling Harbour, Sydney.
Here you can climb aboard
a fleet of historic ships,

Don’t miss
‘A feast for the senses’ takes on a new
meaning with a powerful pairing of art and
food at the unmissable National Gallery of
Australia in Canberra. The first course of
the gallery’s own A Feast of Icons tour is an
exclusive after-hours tour of the expansive
art collection, enhanced by an expert guide
revealing the secrets and stories behind
legendary artworks such as Jackson Pollock’s
Blue poles. After perusing the collection,
and taking in one of the gallery’s major
exhibitions if available, guests are ushered to
a private dining room overlooking Lake Burley
Griffin. Here the art continues, but on a plate,
with a specially curated degustation dinner,
with each course inspired by a work of art.
Australian National Maritime Museum,
New South Wales

learn about Australia’s early
European explorers on a VIP
harbour cruise, or explore the
array of artefacts on display
that bring to life Australia’s
connection to the sea, past
and present.
Or for travellers looking
to pop the question on

tour, Opera Australia has
introduced the A Not So
Modest Proposal package,
which allows you to spend a
romantic night at the opera
with your someone special,
followed by an invitation
to join the talent on stage,
get down on one knee, and
propose under stage lights.

South to Melbourne, which is arguably
Australia’s cultural capital, where the
National Gallery of Victoria (NGV) also offers
a mighty mix of art, food and music with
the Private Gallery Dinner: The Banquet of
Cleopatra. With exclusive access to Australia’s
oldest and most visited art museum for the
evening, the experience includes a guided
tour of the collection, elevated by live music
performances, followed by an extraordinary
dinner in front of the NGV’s most famous
masterpiece, The Banquet of Cleopatra by
Giambattista Tiepolo.

National Gallery of Australia,
Australian Capital Territory

Fremantle Prison,
Western Australia
National Museum of Australia,
Australian Capital Territory

National Gallery of Victoria (NGV),
Victoria

Did you know?
While Australia’s convict history is no secret,
exploring the artistic prowess of inmates at
the World Heritage-listed Fremantle Prison
in Perth reveals so much. With the Prison Art
and Behind the Scenes Tour, CAoA travellers
can ‘do time’ at the now-decommissioned
prison, exploring a wealth of historic artworks
that spans almost 140 years. The cells and
yards are covered with works ranging from
convict etchings and Aboriginal landscapes
and dot paintings through to graffiti and
tattoo art. Fremantle Prison is now also home
to an extensive museum collection, featuring
works that span the operations of the prison,
including photographs, documents, furnishings,
clothing, weapons and archaeological material,
as well as artworks by renowned Aboriginal
artists Jimmy Pike and Revel Cooper.

CULTURAL ATTRACTIONS OF AUSTRALIA
Australian Capital
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6	Sydney Opera House
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Discover
Aboriginal
Experiences
No Australian adventure is complete
without an opportunity to learn about
and connect with the vast history of the
land’s First Peoples and the oldest living
culture on Earth. Australia’s Aboriginal
culture, which dates back more than
60,000 years, is multi-faceted and
imbued with ancient knowledge, with a
deep connection to land, sea and spirit
at its core. The Discover Aboriginal
Experiences (DAE) collective offers an
extraordinary suite of authentic and
meaningful journeys, from one-hour tours
to multi-day odysseys, which provide
a window of insight into this ancient
community – perhaps the richest of all
travel experiences available.
Each of the 45 members in the DAE
collective is considered a leader in
Aboriginal tourism, representing
local Aboriginal culture with integrity
and authenticity, a responsibility
that Signature Experiences holds in
the highest regard. Each of these
experiences are led by Aboriginal
guides and embody a commitment to
cultural sustainability. Offering a unique
perspective that connects travellers
with the land quite unlike anything else,
Aboriginal guides often share Dreamtime
stories passed down from their ancestors

Karrke Aboriginal Cultural Experience and Tours,
Northern Territory

– stories of Creation that remain at the
heart of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander culture.

an urban city centre, to age-old wisdom
shared on heart-pumping adventures,
there’s a wide range of options.

With more than 170 diverse offerings, DAE
members create incredible experiences
that appeal to adventure seekers, cultural
enthusiasts and nature lovers alike,
ranging from short tours to extended
journeys. From ‘outback’ immersive
experiences to Aboriginal Australia within

Wherever your DAE journey takes you,
expect a cultural insight like no other,
guided by Australia’s First Peoples as they
share stories of their country that bring
the landscape and their culture to life.
SEIT Outback Australia,
Northern Territory

Media contact: Nicole Mitchell, Executive
Officer Discover Aboriginal Experiences
nmitchell@tourism.australia.com
tourism.australia.com/aboriginal

discover aboriginal experiences
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What’s new?

It’s been a busy year for
DAE, with a number of
new members joining the
collective, including Jarramali
Rock Art Tours in Tropical
North Queensland, centring
around the prolific Quinkan
ancient rock art surrounding
the tiny outback town of
Laura. The journey with
Jarramali just to reach this
remote locale – named one
of the 10 most significant
rock art sites in the world by
UNESCO – is an experience
in itself. Travellers can
choose to explore the wild
terrain by four-wheel drive
or take a helicopter tour
from Cairns, swooping over
reef, rainforest and rugged
sandstone escarpments to
reach this extraordinary
outdoor art museum.
Over in Western Australia,
Ngurrangga Tours, established

by Ngarluma and Yindjibarndi
man Clinton Walker to
showcase his ancestral lands
in the state’s red-tinged
Pilbara region, has also joined
DAE. Clinton is particularly
passionate about visiting
Murujuga National Park on
the Burrup Peninsula, home to
around a million rock carvings.
He also shares his favourite
fishing spots, cooking up a
feast in an earth oven and
imparting his knowledge of
bush foods and medicine.
DAE members aren’t just
found in the far-flung reaches
of the country – in the
bustling heart of Melbourne
city is new addition Koorie
Heritage Trust. Aboriginalowned and -operated for more
than 35 years, the trust is
dedicated to promoting and
supporting the living culture
of south-east Australia’s

Don’t miss

Jarramali Rock Art Tours,
Queensland

First Peoples. At a cultural
centre and gallery set within
Federation Square, an innercity Melbourne landmark,
travellers can explore the
beauty and resilience found
in the stories of the state’s
Aboriginal past and present.
Afterwards, embark on a
guided Aboriginal Walking
Tour, taking in the iconic
Yarra River threading through
Melbourne and sites of
cultural significance along
the way.

Koorie Heritage Trust,
Victoria

Providing an interactive cultural experience in
one of Australia’s most remarkable locations,
Walkabout Cultural Adventures has become
one of the many DAE icons. Walkabout
Cultural Adventures is based at Tropical
North Queensland’s Cooya Beach, just north
of the popular holiday destination of Cairns.
This is where the Daintree Rainforest meets
the Great Barrier Reef – two UNESCO World
Heritage-listed sites that are home to some
of Australia’s most incredible flora and fauna.
It is an ideal backdrop for Walkabout Cultural
Adventure's half- and full-day tours run by
Juan Walker, who’s been hunting in the region
his entire life. Juan follows the traditions of
his Kuku Yalanji ancestors, who have been
connected to the local land for more than
60,000 years. Drawing on a wealth of insights
passed down to him, Juan guides travellers on
personalised small-group tours throughout
the world-renowned region, incorporating
opportunities to swim in freshwater streams,
taste local bush tucker, catch mud crabs and
even try throwing spears and boomerangs.
For a more arts-focused experience, no
cultural exploration of the Red Centre is
complete without a visit to the not-for-profit
art and craft corporation Maruku Arts. Owned
and operated by Anangu people (traditional
custodians of Australia’s Central Desert
region) for over 30 years, Maruku exhibits
artworks from some 900 Anangu artists in its
collective. At its retail gallery at Uluru-Kata
Tjuta National Park Cultural Centre, travellers
can peruse and purchase some of Maruku’s
extensive range of artworks, or take part in
a dot painting workshop with a local Anangu
artist at Ayers Rock Resort, learning about
the unique symbolism and tools employed.

Walkabout Cultural Adventures,
Queensland

Dreamtime Dive and Snorkel,
Queensland

Did you know?
Adrenaline and Aboriginal culture make for
an interesting combination with Sand Dune
Adventures, north of Sydney near picturesque
Port Stephens. Here you can take a quad
biking tour of Stockton Beach sand dunes, the
largest coastal sand dunes in the southern
hemisphere. Led by local Aboriginal guides,
the tour gives travellers exclusive access to
Aboriginal land. It’s an unforgettable journey
through bushland, in and around immense
sand dunes, where you’ll also learn about
traditional Aboriginal food and history, as well
as the cultural significance of the dunes.
Sport and stories also come together in the
dazzling Great Barrier Reef off Queensland,
where Dreamtime Dive & Snorkel brings you
face to fin with some of Australia’s most
amazing marine life. With the expertise of
an on-board marine biologist and Aboriginal
sea rangers, these eco-certified diving and
snorkelling safaris provide an in-depth
understanding of the reef’s diverse ecosystem
and its connection to Indigenous culture,
adding a unique layer to the experience.

DISCOVER ABORIGINAL EXPERIENCES
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Great Fishing
Adventures
of Australia
Australia is an angler’s paradise, with
nearly 60,000 kilometres (37,000 miles)
of coastline, extensive freshwater river
systems and glacial lakes that are home
to more than 4,000 fish species, so the
fishing opportunities are as diverse as the
country’s changing terrain. Navigating
myriad locations and a kaleidoscope of
species, Great Fishing Adventures of
Australia (GFAoA) is the catch of the
country’s finest fishing operators, reeling
in unforgettable experiences to impress
everyone from first-time anglers to
competitive sport fishers.
Travelling to some of Australia’s most
stunning locations and fishing habitats,
angling enthusiasts can try their hand
at fishing the Great Barrier Reef – one of
the Seven Natural Wonders of the World –
and reeling in a bucket-list 455-kilogram
(1,000-pound) giant black marlin. You can
also experiment with the art of fly fishing
in Tasmania’s glacial lakes, or wrangle a
mighty barramundi in the tropical rivers
of the Northern Territory.
More impressive still is the availability
of world-class saltwater and freshwater
fishing year round, from snapper and
yellowtail kingfish throughout the
Australian summer, barramundi, King

Hervey Bay Fly & Sportfishing,
Queensland

George whiting, big tuna and Murray cod
during autumn, mackerel, permit and
golden trevally over winter, and blue,
black and striped marlin and sailfish in
spring.
With access to some of Australia’s most
spectacular locales and species comes
a growing focus on responsible fishing.
To ensure Australia’s incredible fishing
can be enjoyed for generations to come,
many GFAoA members are taking an
increasingly eco-conscious approach, by
adopting catch-and-release practices,

minimising waste, using barbless
hooks and limiting access to fragile
environments.
You don’t have to travel to remote reaches
of the country to find prime fishing,
either: there are plenty of opportunities
to fish around the country’s major cities,
and chartered day trips for those with
less time to allocate to angling. Fishing
adventures range from luxury escapes
aboard chartered superyachts to active
budget breaks, catering to various skill
levels, experience and travel styles.

Media contact: Dean Cooper, Executive Officer
Great Fishing Adventures of Australia
dcooper@tourism.australia.com
australia.com/fishing

Shark Bay,
Western Australia

Great Fishing Adventures of Australia
300 kilometres (185 miles)
north of Brisbane, Hervey
Bay Fly and Sportfishing has
collaborated with Gladstone
Fly and Sportfishing, a
further 265 kilometres (165
miles) north, to create a new
self-drive fishing package.
The result is an opportunity
for anglers to explore local
highlights both on land
and at sea, as well as use a
variety of fishing styles to
catch different species. From
the famous flats of Hervey
Bay, alive with longtail
tuna, golden trevally and
queenfish (there’s incredible
whale watching in season as
well), travellers can also try
their hand at saltwater fly
fishing and reeling in mighty
barramundi around Gladstone.

Across to Queensland’s
dazzling Fraser Coast, around

Meanwhile, Josh Hutchins
has launched a new fully

Aussie Fly Fisher,
New South Wales

hosted fly-fishing package
in Armidale, northern New
South Wales. Josh, who is
better known as the Aussie
Fly Fisher, has guided flyfishing expeditions across
Australia and gained a cult
social media following. This
immersive experience on a
working sheep station focuses
on freshwater fly fishing and
catching the Murray cod,
which is endemic to Australia.

When it comes to unforgettable sportfishing
on the iconic Great Barrier Reef, few species
hold such world-renowned status as the giant
black marlin (especially granders, for those
weighing more than 455 kilograms, or 1,000
pounds). No-one is better experienced to
help you reel in this bucket-list catch than
award-winning game fishing and estuary
fishing champion Kelly Fallon, who runs Kekoa
game-fishing charters with her husband Luke.
(She’s also a photographer and the author of
Black Marlin Blog, one of the most widely read
game-fishing websites in Australia.) While
Kekoa typically runs tours between Cairns and
Lizard Island, the crew has recently expanded
its offerings and relocated south to Hervey
Bay, where marlin numbers appear to be
increasing.
Further north again to Airlie Beach, in
the heart of the Whitsundays archipelago,
Renegade Fishing Charters offers saltwater
sportfishing charters around the outer
sections of the Great Barrier Reef, usually as
day trips or in collaboration with mothership
Elizabeth E II. With the addition of an
11-metre (38-foot) game boat and supporting
vessels, Renegade is also launching Quest
Angling Expeditions, catering for high-end
personalised charters ranging from one to
three nights.

Renegade Fishing Charters,
Queensland

Bay Fish N Trips,
Victoria

Did you know?
You needn’t travel to Australia’s far-flung
corners to experience top-notch fishing – there
are plenty of opportunities within the major
cities, too.
In Melbourne’s Port Phillip Bay, for instance,
Bay Fish N Trips hosts private and shared
day-trip charters for city-bound travellers,
promising a laidback experience for families
and first-timers alike. This biodiverse bay is
also one of the largest enclosed spaces of
saltwater in the southern hemisphere, and acts
as a nursery for species such as snapper and
King George whiting.
In tropical Cairns, a popular launchpad for
the Great Barrier Reef, Cairns Reef Fishing
offers half- to full-day trips and will clean, ice
and bag your catch of the day. Back on land,
travellers can deliver their catch to one of
several partnering local restaurants to have it
professionally cooked for dinner.
Alternatively, there’s an abundance of
chartered flight options from Australian
cities for a day of adventure, including Go
Fish Australia, which offers a new heli-fishing
experience from Brisbane to nearby Moreton
Island, with a private fishing guide and a
barbecue breakfast.

Kekoa Game-Fishing Charters,
Queensland
Kimberley Coastal Camp,
Western Australia
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In Western Australia’s remote
north-west corner, the
pristine waters surrounding
Kimberley Coastal Camp
abound with tropical
species such as barramundi,
mangrove jack, giant trevally
and coral trout. As the camp is
only accessible via helicopter
or float plane, guest numbers
are kept low by necessity.
Summertime travellers can
now experience this barefoot
luxury lodge with the launch
of a new wet-season package
(December to February), which
promises world-class fishing
in the morning, typically
followed by dramatic tropical
storms in the afternoon. The
camp has also released a new
Kimberley-inspired cookbook,
Cooking in Thongs.

Don’t miss
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Great Golf
Courses of
Australia
Stunning Australian vistas meet expertly
designed courses in the Great Golf Courses
of Australia (GGCoA). This collective
provides exclusive access to some of the
most impressive private-member courses
in the country, a number of which regularly
place in world top 100 listings. Embracing
Australia’s diverse golf offerings, the GGCoA
collective includes spectacular coastal links
and stunning parkland courses, as well as
globally renowned championship courses
in the Melbourne Sandbelt – the famed
stretch of golf courses to the south-east of
Victoria’s capital.
The many coastal links courses within
this collective not only take advantage of
Australia’s scenic coastline, they also pay
homage to the traditional courses of Scotland
and Ireland. From the famed Barnbougle
Dunes Golf Links, set in the undulating
coastal dunes of pristine north-east
Tasmania, to the tropical oasis of Hamilton
Island Golf Club, overlooking the deep-blue
waters of Queensland’s Great Barrier Reef,
these top-rated courses are as technically
challenging as they are picturesque.
Away from the coast, GGCoA also boasts an
impressive line-up of metropolitan courses
in some of Australia’s largest cities, such
as the 18-hole championship course at The

Victoria Golf Club,
Victoria

Lakes Golf Club, set around a lake system
less than 15 minutes’ drive from Sydney’s
city centre. Similarly in Melbourne, the
celebrated Royal Melbourne Golf Club
is home to some of the oldest and most
renowned fairways in the country, a stone’s
throw from the city’s cosmopolitan centre.
Adding to the appeal of Australia’s golf
scene, many courses have been crafted
by arguably the most influential golf
course architect of all time, Dr Alister
MacKenzie. His extensive portfolio includes
the Royal Adelaide Golf Club, featuring an

extraordinary third hole that may well be
one of the best short par fours anywhere
in the world. You’ll find a number of Dr
MacKenzie’s other Australian courses in the
GGCoA collective as well as in world top 100
listings, including Kingston Heath, Royal
Melbourne and NSW Golf Club. Many of these
clubs have also played host to major national
and international golf tournaments.
Golfing enthusiasts gracing these
fairways may even be greeted by their
very own fan club, as some of Australia’s
unique wildlife, including kangaroos,

wombats, echidnas, kookaburras and
cockatoos, are regularly spotted on the
greens. No matter where you tee off
across the country, GGCoA promises
challenging games with unforgettable
scenery to match.
Media contact: Elizabeth Sattler, Executive
Officer Great Golf Courses of Australia
biz@sattlerpr.com.au
greatgolfaustralia.com.au
@GreatGolfCoursesOfAustralia
@GreatGolfAus
@GreatGolfAus

Great Golf Courses of Australia
What’s new?
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One of Australia’s iconic links
golf destinations, Barnbougle
Golf Links, on Tasmania’s north
coast, has announced a new
14-hole short course addition
to its two existing world top
100 courses – Barnbougle
Dunes and Barnbougle Lost
Farm. Shaped into the sand
dunes surrounding the 8th,
9th, 10th and 11th holes, the
new course has been designed
by US architecture firm Coore
& Crenshaw, offering golfers a
fun new routing with an added
challenge, all while taking in
spectacular ocean views.
Adding another level of
extravagance to your
Barnbougle experience,
Clover Hill Wines, one of
Tassie’s leading sparklingwine houses, has partnered
with Unique Charters
helicopter tours to offer

a new heli-golf package
with a side of sparkling.
From Bridport, Unique
Charters takes avid golfers
on a scenic flight over
the spectacular shoreline
to a game at Barnbougle
Lost Farm. Afterwards, it’s
another chopper ride 40
kilometres (25 miles) southwest to Clover Hill Wines,
where an indulgent cheese
selection awaits. Guests can
then spend the afternoon
acquainting themselves with
the best of Clover Hill’s wine
portfolio, including a sample
from the iconic back-vintage
collection.
And on mainland Australia,
some 100 kilometres (62
miles) south of Melbourne,
the National Golf Club has
redesigned what’s now known
as the Gunnamatta Course.

Clover Hill Wines,
Tasmania

Formerly the Ocean Course,
Gunnamatta – the name is
from an Aboriginal word for
sandhills – was designed by
US golf architect Tom Doak.
It promises an interesting,
challenging route for golfers
of all abilities, meandering
through the coastal dunes
of Cape Schanck, taking
full advantage of the ocean
backdrop.

Barnbougle Lost Farm Golf Course,
Tasmania

Gunnamatta Course,
The National Golf Club, Victoria
© Caddie Magazine

Don’t miss

Did you know?

For many Aussie golfers, two of life’s greatest
pleasures are a hit of golf followed by some
local fine wine – thankfully, the two can often
be found in close proximity across the country.
For the ultimate golf and wine experience,
Air Adventure Australia has collaborated with
GGCoA and Ultimate Winery Experiences
Australia to develop a three-day Golf, Wine
& Art package. Starting in Melbourne, the
trip takes off in Air Adventure’s Outback Jet,
flying direct to Barnbougle’s private airfield in
Tasmania in time to tee off for up to 20 holes
at Barnbougle Lost Farm. After spending the
night at Barnbougle's beautiful Lost Farm Lodge,
complete with an impressive restaurant and
spa, day two features 18 holes at Barnbougle
Dunes. The trip concludes 300 kilometres (185
miles) south in Hobart, where a luxury transfer
takes guests to the iconic Museum of Old and
New Art (MONA). After a self-guided tour of the
avant-garde art collection, guests are treated
to a private behind-the-scenes tour of MONA’s
own Moorilla winery, including a tasting. The
tour culminates with a two-course lunch at the
museum’s Source restaurant, before a charter
flight back to Melbourne.

When it comes to unique golfing experiences
Down Under, few can trump the outback
Nullarbor Links course – the longest in the
world. Spanning 1,365 kilometres (850
miles) and two states, the Nullarbor Links is
an 18-hole, par 72 golf course featuring one
hole in each participating town or roadhouse
along the iconic Eyre Highway between South
Australia and Western Australia.
Transforming a humble game of golf into
a bucket-list Aussie road trip, each hole
includes a green and tee and an outbackstyle natural terrain fairway. Best completed
over four to five days, the course is playable
in both directions between Ceduna in South
Australia and Kalgoorlie in Western Australia,
with scorecards available at visitor centres at
either end.

Nulllabor Golf Links,
Western Australia
© Caddie Magazine
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South Australia
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Exploring some of Australia’s most
spectacular terrain as native wildlife abounds
and expert guides share a deep understanding
of the environment – it doesn’t get more
quintessentially Australian than an immersive
multi-day hike with a member of the Great
Walks of Australia (GWoA) collective.
Featuring 12 of the country’s most epic
trails, GWoA seamlessly coordinates
all the details, from guides and gear to
accommodation, food and wine, allowing
small groups of travellers to soak up the
surrounding wilderness. You’ll return
from one of these walks feeling refreshed,
relaxed and likely a little more fit than
when you embarked.
These independently owned hikes
cover some of Australia’s most iconic
destinations and UNESCO World Heritagelisted national parks. From the wilds of
Tasmania’s untamed Cradle Mountain to
the dramatic Victorian coastline, through
ancient volcanic plateaus and rainforest
in tropical Queensland, to the outback of
South Australia and our red centre, the
Northern Territory, every walk promises a
memorable adventure.
These incredible landscapes are also home
to equally fascinating wildlife, much of

Scenic Rim Trail,
Queensland

which is only found in Australia. As well as
learning about local conservation efforts
to protect native flora and fauna, eagleeyed walkers can often spot kangaroos,
koalas, echidnas and rowdy cockatoos, and
even passing whales and dolphins in their
natural habitats.
These walks promise blockbusterbig vistas – without the equally
sized backpack. As part of the GWoA
experience, walkers only need carry a
light pack by day, before knowledgeable
guides lead you to exclusive eco-

luxury accommodation for the evening,
continuing the focus on low-impact
travel. Evenings are all about a freshly
cooked gourmet meal, local wine and
plush private bedding – it’s all part of
GWoA’s fuss-free all-inclusive packages.

Media contact: Liz O’Rourke, Executive Officer
Great Walks of Australia
liz@greatwalksofaustralia.com.au
greatwalksofaustralia.com.au
@GreatWalksOfAustralia
@GreatWalksofOz
@GreatwalksofOz

Between exclusive access to some of
the world’s most breathtaking nature,
expert guides and eco-luxury trimmings,
exploring Australia’s great outdoors in a
sustainable way has never felt so good.

Seven Peaks Walk,
New South Wales

Great Walks of Australia
Don’t miss

Queensland’s biggest ever
eco-tourism project, and
GWoA’s latest addition, is
the new five-day Scenic Rim
Trail, in the lush Main Range
National Park a little over
60 kilometres (37 miles)
south-west of Brisbane.
Operated by luxury retreat
brand Spicers, this high-end
hiking experience covers
60 km (37 miles) on foot,
taking in mountainous
ridges, volcanic plateaus and
ancient World Heritage-listed
rainforest. There are also
opportunities to see rare
lyrebirds and the endangered
brush-tailed rock wallaby,
and even join researchers
in monitoring koalas at a
wildlife rehabilitation centre.
Then in the evenings, walkers
can retire to one of Spicers’
lodges or cabins, to enjoy
relaxed eco-luxury with
custom-made beds, modern

Australian design and
gourmet cuisine.
Also new is the upcoming
special-edition Ranges To
River Walk, showcasing
South Australia’s wilderness
at its finest in 2021. Two
GWoA members, The Arkaba
Walk and Murray River Walk,
have teamed up to create this
combined trip, guiding guests
over eight days and seven
nights through a naturally
spectacular and historically
rich corner of the country.
Along the way, walkers
explore the majestic Flinders
Ranges, visit the ancient

ramparts of the otherworldly
Wilpena Pound, then sleep
under the stars in a swag
for a quintessentially Aussie
camping experience. The
journey then takes walkers
along the meandering banks
of the iconic Murray River,
where guests are treated to
overnight stays on a modern
house boat, complete with
gourmet South Australian
food and wine sourced from
local providores and artisans.
Ranges To River Walk can be
booked through The Arkaba
Walk or the Murray River
Walk websites.

For true off-grid tranquillity, the Freycinet
Experience Walk takes guests through
the stunning forests and beaches around
world-renowned Wineglass Bay in Tasmania,
with accommodation in the award-winning
Friendly Beaches Lodge nestled behind the
sand dunes on remote Friendly Beaches. A few
nights relaxing in this simple, sophisticated
eco-lodge, which was designed by architect
Ken Latona to be nearly invisible from a
distance, is as replenishing as the sight of
the casuarinas, tea trees and banksias on the
secluded 130-hectare (320-acre) sanctuary
surrounding it.

Freycinet Experience Walk,
Tasmania
Murray River Walk,
South Australia

Did you know?
As Sir David Attenborough once famously
declared, Lord Howe Island, situated off the
beautiful New South Wales coast, is “so
extraordinary it is almost unbelievable”. The
best way to explore this World Heritage-listed
island in all its ancient natural splendour is
on foot with GWoA’s Seven Peaks Walk. An
experience like no other, this six-night, five-day
guided hike takes in 45 kilometres (28 miles) of
lush banyan forests, freshwater creeks, rugged
sea cliffs and volcanic peaks, as well as a vast
array of wildlife, including the only rookeries
of providence petrels in the world. Guests are
also treated to downtime at the beachfront
Pinetrees Lodge, providing weary walkers plush
accommodation, hot showers, sunset drinks and
exceptional four-course dinners.
Continuing with wildlife walks, GWoA’s awardwinning Maria Island Walk showcases an
abundance of nature to rival the Galapagos
on Maria Island, just off Tasmania’s east
coast. It’s one of the best places in Australia
to see wombats. These muscular marsupials
are everywhere on this island national park,
sharing their natural habitat with rich bird life,
kangaroos and even Tasmanian devils, as well as
World Heritage-listed convict settlement sites.
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What’s new?

The Maria Island Walk,
Tasmania
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The Arkaba Walk,
South Australia

For an unparalleled deep dive into Australia’s
outback and its astonishing environment,
GWoA’s Classic Larapinta Trek in Comfort
promises the walk of a lifetime through the
Northern Territory’s Red Centre. Following
in the footsteps of Australia’s traditional
owners, early European explorers and modern
adventurers, the Larapinta Trail stretches 72
kilometres (45 miles), which you cover over
six days with expert guides, making it best
suited to seasoned hikers. While walking
the high ridgelines of the dramatic West
MacDonnell Ranges, expect sweeping views
over vast flood plains to razorback rocky
outcrops as you gain a renewed appreciation
for the Australian landscape. Each evening,
guests retire to exclusive, semi-permanent
wilderness campsites along the trail, complete
with hot showers and spacious safari-style
tents, ensuring a rejuvenating rest to take on
the next day of exploring.

GREAT WALKS OF AUSTRALIA
DARWIN

•
• CAIRNS

New South Wales
1	Seven Peaks Walk,

• BROOME

Lord Howe Island

7	Cradle Mountain
Huts Walk
8	Freycinet
Experience Walk

Northern Territory

• HAMILTON ISLAND

MEDIA KI T

AYERS ROCK (ULURU)

•

Trek in Comfort

• ALICE SPRINGS

Walk
Queensland

44

3	Scenic Rim Trail
3

••

BRISBANE
GOLD COAST

South Australia

5

•
12

10	Three Capes Lodge

PERTH

4

• ADELAIDE

SYDNEY
CANBERRA

11

• MELBOURNE
6

7
HOBART

•

8

8
9

10

•

•

•

LORD HOWE ISLAND

Victoria
11	Twelve Apostles
Lodge Walk

4

Murray River Walk

Western Australia

5

The Arkaba Walk

12	Margaret River Cape
to Cape Walk

1

Tasmania
6	Bay of Fires
Lodge Walk

MEDIA KI T

2

Walk

45

• EXMOUTH

2	Classic Larapinta

9	The Maria Island

46

MEDIA KI T

Luxury
Lodges of
Australia
Each of the independent lodges
and exclusive camps that form
the Luxury Lodges of Australia
(LLoA) collective is a destination
in its own right. The 19 handpicked properties within the
collective are defined by their
remote locations, intimate
size and premium personalised
offerings. Each lodge showcases
its own unique slice of Australia,
immersing guests in extraordinary
settings by way of tailored
experiences, luxurious design and
a personal attention to detail,
crafting a memorable stay that
inspires as much as it indulges.
Located within some of
Australia’s most outstanding
landscapes, each lodge allows
guests privileged access to
remote parts of the country.
From Lizard Island, Australia’s
northern-most reef resort, with

its white powdery sand beaches
and sparkling Great Barrier Reef
surrounds, to South Australia’s
vast Arkaba conservancy, set
against the dramatic backdrop of
the rust-coloured Flinders Ranges,
these luxury stays have been
carefully designed to complement
their extraordinary natural
settings.
The diversity of their locations is
only matched by the variety of
luxe and often exclusive access
experiences offered, ranging from
guided water, land or wildlifebased adventures, to culinary and
cultural connection. Combining a
lodge stay with other Signature
Experiences enables guests to
plan a seamless itinerary that will
truly connect, its history, culture
and the people and communities
that call Australia home.

Media contact: Penny Rafferty, Executive Officer Luxury Lodges of Australia
penny@luxurylodgesofaustralia.com.au luxurylodgesofaustralia.com.au
@LuxuryLodgesOfAustralia @LuxuryLodgesOfAustralia @LuxeLodgesofOZ

Pretty Beach House,
New South Wales

Luxury Lodges of Australia

Don’t miss

The latest property to
join the ranks of Luxury
Lodges of Australia is Mt
Mulligan Lodge, which
offers outback luxury on
a private 28,000-hectare
(70,000-acre) property 160
kilometres (100 miles) northwest of Cairns in Queensland.
Just 16 guests can be
accommodated in a series of
spacious guest pavilions set
beneath the lodge’s dramatic
namesake mountain. Each
suite maintains the rustic
charm of the outback,
with natural materials
incorporated into the design
alongside lavish fittings,
and a private deck and deep
outdoor bath for enjoying
uninterrupted views.
Also in Queensland, guests
at qualia on Hamilton Island
– one of Australia’s most
awarded stays – can take

Heart Island,
Queensland

their experience to romantic
new heights with privileged
access to the iconic Heart
Reef lagoon in the Great
Barrier Reef. The Journey to
the Heart tour, exclusive to
guests of Hamilton Island, the
lagoon is only accessible via
a 30-minute helicopter flight,
followed by a glass-bottom
boat tour around the reef,
customised to ensure minimal
environmental impact.

At Pretty Beach House, 100
kilometres (62 miles) north
of Sydney, the intimate
ridge-top lodge now offers a
VIP Private Pearl Farm Tour,
featuring sublime Australian
Akoya pearls. Collaborating
with nearby Broken Bay Pearl
Farm, guests are treated
to a hands-on experience,
including a tour of the bay
and learning the intricate
details of the Australian
pearling industry via live
demonstrations, followed
by champagne and oysters
enjoyed at the lodge.

Longitude 131°,
Northern Territory

From the desert to the sea, one of Australia’s
dreamiest beach stays is Sal Salis, situated more
than 1,300 kilometres (810 miles) north of Perth
in Western Australia. Described as “where the
outback meets the reef”, here 16 luxe wilderness
tents overlook one of Australia’s best kept
natural secrets, UNESCO World Heritage-listed
Ningaloo Marine Park. This remarkable underwater
wonderland is widely regarded as the best place
in the world to swim with two gentle giants of the
sea, whale sharks and humpback whales.

Did you know?
Luxury accommodation and sustainability
go hand in hand at the lodges, with each
property making a positive impact on their local
environment a central focus.
Spicers Peak Lodge, set high above the Gold
Coast hinterland, boasts an impressive line-up
of eco-initiatives, including its own rainwater
catchment, a farm-to-table menu, organic
composting system and a family of resident
pigs to manage food waste, plus it partners
with external providers to repurpose waste
products. More recently, the lodge has also
launched the Spicers Peak Nature Refuge, a
bush paradise to protect rare and endangered
native wildlife, including koalas, platypuses
and glossy black cockatoos.
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What’s new?

Spicers Peak Lodge,
Queensland

49

48

MEDIA KI T

qualia,
Queensland

Flagship stays don’t come much more spectacular
than at Longitude 131°, nestled atop red sand dunes
overlooking Uluru, in the spiritual heart of Australia.
Just 16 tented pavilions make up this desert idyll,
each with a king-sized bed and artworks by local
Aboriginal artists. The lodge spa features products
native to Central Australia, and a dune-top bar with
dual views to both Uluru and Kata-Tjuta. Longitude
131° can arrange an array of bespoke Aboriginal
experiences beyond the lodge, but the one that no
traveller should miss is the Ernabella Arts day trip.
Flying or driving to a remote Aboriginal community
in South Australia’s Anangu Pitjantjatjara
Yankunytjatjara Lands, guests are guided through
this respected community arts centre. Here the
community’s elders and young people work side by
side to create artworks and share their culture and
knowledge, offering guests first-hand insight into
the symbols used and their ancient meanings.

Similarly, at the spectacular Emirates One&Only
Wolgan Valley, set in the World Heritage-listed
Blue Mountains north-west of Sydney, the resort
proudly holds carbon-neutral certification
while offering an inviting blend of luxury
and natural beauty. Guests can get involved
with sustainability efforts, with expert field
guides leading unique activities for all ages,
including wildlife monitoring, tree planting and
participating in WomSAT, a research program
dedicated to the preservation of wombats.

In the pure south, Saffire Freycinet, perched on
Tasmania’s dramatic Freycinet Peninsula, blends
next-level luxury with breathtaking nature. But
beyond Saffire’s 20 luxurious suites, exclusive
day spa and award-winning restaurant, guests
can discover the breathtaking scenery via a
multitude of personalised experiences, from
exploring the local oyster industry at Freycinet
Marine Farm to kayaking and bird-watching, to a
morning with the beekeeper.
Mt Mulligan Lodge,
Queensland

Emirates One&Only Wolgan Valley,
New South Wales
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Ultimate
Winery
Experiences
of Australia
Ultimate Winery Experiences Australia
(UWEA) offers more than 130 bookable
winery experiences across 25 wineries and
15 wine regions, so travellers can sample
some of the country’s most highly awarded
wines right at the source.
These exclusive experiences go well
beyond cellar doors, guiding guests
through blending processes, touring
vineyards, visiting top-tier restaurants
and engaging in conversations with
members of some of the founding families
that established Australia’s wine industry.
These are the unforgettable experiences
that deepen a wine lover’s understanding
of the unique places and people behind
the bottles.
Australia is now the sixth largest wine
producer in the world, but it’s not
the volume that makes the country’s
wine regions so impressive: it’s the
diversity of the terroir. Thanks to the
mix of landscapes, ancient soils, unique
subregions and a multicultural population,
Australia boasts an enviably experimental
wine industry, promising experiences that
are anything but ordinary.

St Hugo Wines,
South Australia

UWEA’s members offer activities ranging
from sampling wine produced by some
of the first vine cuttings in Australia, in
the Hunter Valley north-west of Sydney,
to blending your own robust reds in the
iconic Barossa Valley and even being
schooled in sparkling in Tasmania’s
temperate Tamar Valley.
In fact, to help travellers navigate the
breadth of experiences on offer, the UWEA
collective has created four pillars around
tasting; creating and learning; celebrating
in style; and discovery. So whether your

interests lie in award-winning food
pairings, wine-inspired art exhibitions,
bucket-list helicopter tours or even wildlife
encounters, UWEA members ensure a truly
memorable wine voyage.
Media contact: Kate Shilling, Executive Officer
Ultimate Winery Experiences Australia
kate.shilling@ultimatewineryexperiences.
com.au ultimatewineryexperiences.com.au
@UltimateWineriesAU
@ultimatewineries
@UltimateWinesAU

Pizzini Wines,
Victoria

Ultimate Winery Experiences of Australia
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What’s new?

A day trip to Western
Australia’s Margaret River
from Perth, the state’s
capital, is now within reach
with The Icon Experience
at Vasse Felix, the region’s
founding wine estate. The
Icon Experience kicks off
with a private helicopter
transfer from Perth 260
kilometres (160 miles) south
to Vasse Felix, taking in
breathtaking views over
towering karri eucalypt
forests and the Indian Ocean.
After you are greeted by
one of Vasse Felix’ premium
winemakers, the journey
continues with a guided
vineyard tour around some
of the region’s oldest
vines; a winery tour that
reveals how the expert team
harvests, ferments, barrels
and blends; and a private
tasting at the wine museum
The Vault. Then you’ll meet
the chef behind the winery’s
award-winning restaurant
and enjoy a five-course
degustation long lunch,
before a leisurely helicopter
transfer back to Perth.

Audrey Wilkinson,
New South Wales

Seppeltsfield Wines,
South Australia

has launched two new
experiences. The Food &
Wine Legacy experience
allows guests to spend the
day with Seppeltsfield’s
events executive chef Owen
Andrews, for a unique insight
into how food has influenced
the historic winery. There’s a
hands-on curing, braising and
poaching cooking class and
a three-course lunch, plus an
unmissable birth year wine
tasting. Alternatively, the new
Cooper for a Day experience
explores the winery’s proud
tradition of fashioning oak
timbers into barrels for
wine and spirits maturation.
Master cooper Andrew Young

provides guests with a new
appreciation for the artisan
trade and a personalised
10-litre wine or spirit barrel.
Also in the Barossa Valley,
the venerable Yalumba
has introduced the Caley
Experience, an all-inclusive
package, including transfers
from Adelaide, two nights’
accommodation in the
stunning Caley Cottage,
and a host of tour and
tasting experiences. The real
highlight, however, is a casual
dinner with the Hill-Smith
family, who have owned and
operated the winery for more
than 170 years.

Don’t miss
Sunshine, gum trees, local gourmet food and
world-class wine – nothing quite says Aussie
wine experiences like a picnic. And an idyllic
place for a picnic is on the estate of Audrey
Wilkinson, one of the oldest wineries in the
Hunter Valley wine region, 170 kilometres (105
miles) north-west of Sydney. The Picnic Among
the Vines package begins with a self-guided tour
of a winemaking museum, housed in the original
winery, followed by a masterclass and private
tasting with an in-house wine expert. Guests
then select their favourite bottle to complement
the ready-made picnic hamper, before choosing
a scenic location within the 109-hectare (270acre) property to enjoy. There’s also an upgrade
option to have the picnic setting pre-prepared,

Mandoon Estate,
Western Australia

Yalumba Wine Room,
South Australia

For an even more immersive experience,
The Blending Bench at the award-winning
d’Arenberg in McLaren Vale, South Australia,
is a must. For one of many quirky winery
experiences on offer, guests are given a palette
of wine parcels, each fermented, foot-trod,
basket-pressed and barrel-aged to deliver
distinctive flavours and textures. The task is
then to meld the parcels to create a blend that
speaks to your individual taste preferences,
which is then bottled, named and labelled – and
yours to take home.

Did you know?

Over in South Australia’s
iconic Barossa Valley,
Seppeltsfield, one of
Australia’s oldest wineries,

Vasse Felix,
Western Australia

complete with flowers, chocolates and a bottle
of wine signed by the winemaker.

Mandoon Estate, in Western Australia’s Swan
Valley wine region, offers a Bush Tucker
Tasting experience, a unique union of European
influences and Australian Aboriginal bush
foods. At Mandoon Estate, 20 kilometres (12
miles) northeast of Perth’s city centre on
traditional Noongar land, guests can learn
about the area’s indigenous heritage, food
and culture with Noongar Elder Dale Tilbrook.
Starting off with a glass of Mandoon’s
sparkling wine at the cellar door, you can
taste some traditional bush foods, paired with
Mandoon wines, while discussing with Dale
Aboriginal farming methods and the history of
the Noongar peoples on this ancient land.

ULTIMATE WINERY EXPERIENCES OF AUSTRALIA
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only in

Lizard Island,
Queensland

High-energy hikes

Fishing adventures

Australia
The great adventure

qualia,
Heart Island Experience,
Queensland

destination

Outdoors Down Under

As a country defined by its breathtaking
landscapes – rugged coastal cliffs, vast outback
plains and shimmering coral reefs – Australia is
prime territory for adventure seekers. However,
not all experiences need be a death-defying
adrenaline rush, as evidenced by a growing
line-up of soft-adventure offerings that take
in Australia’s inviting outdoors while adding a
touch of luxe.

Driftwater,
Tasmania

For high-energy game and sportfishing, few
places compare to the UNESCO World Heritagelisted Great Barrier Reef along the Queensland
coastline. Here Kekoa offers personalised game
fishing charters out of Hervey Bay and Cairns,
targeting 455-kilogram (1,000-pound) giant
black marlin. To add an extra luxe factor to the
experience, Kekoa also partners with a number
of local superyacht firms, such as Spirit Luxury
Charters and Beluga Expeditions.
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With more than 4,000 fish species around the
nation creating a wealth of options, the Great
Fishing Adventures of Australia collective caters
to an array of casting styles across a range of
locales, budgets and skill levels.
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Dhipirri Barra and Sportfishing Lodge,
Northern Territory

Of all the Great Walks of Australia offerings to
get the heart pumping, few include such highs
as the Seven Peaks Walk on Lord Howe Island,
off the New South Wales coast. From scaling
dizzying clifftops to snorkelling in world-class
reefs below, this six-night, five-day guided hike
covers up to 45 kilometres (28 miles) across
the World Heritage-listed island. But you’ll need
a steady head for heights to trek this tropical
paradise, with some of the more challenging
sections involving winding along narrow
ledges with ropes, across a 300-vertical-metre
(328-yard) cliff, before reaching the summit
of Lord Howe icon Mount Gower. Your efforts
are rewarded with breathtaking views, as well
as luxurious accommodation each night at
Pinetrees Lodge, which offers beachfront views
and exceptional, relaxed hospitality.

South to Tasmania’s Meander Valley, about 200
kilometres (124 miles) north-west of Hobart,
where you can learn the art of fly fishing with
a customised stay at Driftwater. Here you can
brush up on your fly-fishing technique with
award-winning experts in waters that are
home to coveted wild brown trout and rainbow
trout. Enjoy experiences ranging from rivers
and lakes to wading or boat fishing, before
retreating to Driftwater’s idyllic homestead
and luxurious suites.
For an outback adventure to reel in mighty
barramundi, venture up to the Northern
Territory’s remote Arnhem Land region, where
you’ll find Dhipirri Barra & Sportfishing Lodge
some 350 kilometres (217 miles) north-east
of Darwin. Granted exclusive rights to operate
in this secluded area by the local Aboriginal
community, Dhipirri’s multi-day adventures take
in unparalleled barramundi fishing as well as reef
fishing, fly fishing and mud crabbing. And at the
end of a successful day’s fishing your catch can
be expertly prepared by the lodge’s chef.

Cradle Mountain Huts Walk,
Tasmania

No thrill-seeking hiker’s bucket list is complete
without the incredible Cradle Mountain Huts
Walk, taking in pristine Tasmanian wilderness
and one of Australia’s most spectacular World
Heritage-listed areas. Following the world-famous
Overland Track through Cradle Mountain – Lake
St Clair National Park, this six-day, five-night
walk traverses 60 kilometres (37 miles) in total,
through ancient temperate rainforests and
alpine meadows, and even includes an optional
detour to Mount Ossa, Tasmania’s highest peak.
There are opportunities to spot native wildlife,
such as wombats and Tasmanian devils, along
the way, before the adventure culminates with a
spectacular boat trip across Lake St Clair.

Australian Coastal Safaris,
South Australia

Exmouth Dive and Whalesharks Ningaloo,
Western Australia
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Barnbougle Lost Farm Golf Links,
Tasmania

Great golfing getaways
While Great Golf Courses of
Australia (GGCoA) provides
you with the rush of
accessing some of the most
impressive private member
courses in the country, thrillseeking golfers can elevate
the experience to bold new
heights with the Barnbougle
& King Island Like a Pro tour.
A collaboration between
GGCoA and charter-flight
company Air Adventure
Australia, this once-in-alifetime golfing getaway
allows you to play four of
Tasmania’s best courses
across four days. Flying in
a private jet to Tasmania’s
pristine north-east coastline,

you’ll start at Barnbougle
Lost Farm Golf Links, before
continuing to neighbouring
Barnbougle Dunes Golf Links
– both are placed in world
top 100 listings. Then you’ll
jet north to King Island
to play spectacular Cape
Wickham Links and finish at
Ocean Dunes golf course.
Or to tick off a bucket-list
Aussie road trip with your
golfing getaway, the outback
Nullarbor Links course
promises an adventure like no
other. As the longest course
in the world, spanning 1,365
kilometres (850 miles) and
two states, this 18-hole, par 72

golf course features one hole
in each town or roadhouse
along the iconic Eyre Highway
between South Australia and
Western Australia.

Nulllabor Golf Links,
Western Australia
© Caddie Magazine

Exmouth Dive & Whalesharks
Ningaloo, based halfway up
Western Australia’s coastline
in Exmouth, guides travellers
around the crystalline waters
of World Heritage-listed
Ningaloo Marine Park, where
you can swim, snorkel or
scuba-dive with the astonishing
megafauna that reside in and

Aboriginal
experiences
Ancient culture and heartpumping adventure make for
a winning combination with
Sand Dune Adventures, which
offers quad biking tours of
Stockton Beach dunes – the
largest coastal sand dunes in
the southern hemisphere –
just over 200 kilometres (124
miles) north of Sydney in the
Port Stephens region. Led by
local Aboriginal guides, the
tour gives travellers exclusive
access to Aboriginal land.
It’s an unforgettable journey

around the reef. Ningaloo’s
most iconic experience,
however, is swimming
alongside whale sharks, the
world’s largest fish, during
their migration to the region
from March to August each
year. Despite stretching up
to 15 metres (49 feet) long,
filter-feeding whale sharks are
slow-moving gentle giants,
so adventurers aged six years
and over can join them for a
magical underwater experience.
Australian Coastal Safaris,
on South Australia’s Eyre
Peninsula, a 50-minute flight
– or 650-kilometre (404-mile

through bushland, in and
around immense sand dunes,
where you’ll also learn about
traditional Aboriginal food and
history, as well as the cultural
significance of the dunes.
For an Aboriginal underwater
adventure, Dreamtime Dive &
Snorkel provides a truly unique
experience of the spectacular
Great Barrier Reef, just off the
coast of Cairns in Queensland.
With the expertise of an
on-board marine biologist
and Aboriginal sea rangers,
these eco-certified diving and
snorkelling safaris provide an
in-depth understanding of the

drive) – west of Adelaide,
also hosts a multitude of
ocean odysseys, including
the two-day, two-night
Port Lincoln Underwater
Weekend Adventure. Here
you can swim with Australian
sea lions, which are known
as the puppies of the sea,
paddling around while these
inquisitive creatures dive and
flip around you. If that doesn’t
get the heart pumping, game
travellers can also brave cage
diving with great white sharks
off the Neptune Islands, for an
up-close encounter with one
of the world’s most feared and
misunderstood predators.
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The greatest way to
experience Australia’s unique
animal kingdom is to venture
into natural habitats with
Australian Wildlife Journeys
and witness the spectacle of
nature at its finest – or even
be a part of it.

MEDIA KI T

Wildlife close encounters

reef’s diverse ecosystem and
its connection to Indigenous
culture, ensuring an ocean
voyage to remember.

Dreamtime Dive and Snorkel,
Queensland

Mindful walking

All the Great Walks of Australia (GWoA) offer
a restorative connection to nature while
traversing some of the continent’s most
breathtaking landscapes, but some of these
high-end hikes take a more holistic approach
to wellness.
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According to Australian Aboriginal culture, our
physical health stems from spiritual wellbeing,
which Aboriginal healers have nurtured for tens
of thousands of years through traditional food,
massage, bush medicines and ceremonies.

Lirrwi Tourism,
Northern Territory

Travelling well in

Australia
Refresh and rejuvenate
Far beyond workouts and grain bowls,
Australian wellness experiences span mind,
body and spirit. Health-conscious travellers can
truly rejuvenate and refresh via a multitude of
nature, culture and spa experiences featuring
some of the continent’s most pristine locales
and incorporating ancient Aboriginal wisdom.

Lake House,
Victoria

Near Narooma on the New South Wales south
coast, 350 kilometres (217 miles) south of
Sydney, Dwayne Bannon-Harrison promotes this
ideal of wellness through his cultural education
experiences with Ngaran Ngaran Culture
Awareness. Along with introducing guests
to native medicinal plants such as healthful
eucalypt, tea tree and paperbark leaf, Dwayne
shares Aboriginal healing methods passed down
over generations. In line with his ancestors’
teachings, these include using meditative
vibration and song as a form of sound therapy,
as well as smoking ceremonies to cleanse those
who move through the scented wafting air.
Importantly, the traditional Sunrise Ceremony
in the two-night Djirringanj Dreaming Tour
recognises that each day is unique and must be
lived well – a ritual that speaks to the modernday mindfulness movement.

Staying in Tasmania, the Bay of Fires Lodge
Walk takes travellers around the azure waters,
rocky headlands and rust-coloured boulders
surrounding the east coast’s beautiful Bay
of Fires. Covering 33 kilometres (21 miles)
over four days, this wellness odyssey features
optional treatments at the lodge’s heavenly
in-house spa, infused with Aboriginal healing
practices and native botanicals, as well as
exclusive use of one of the world’s greatest
outdoor baths, with views to match.
There is no better way to engage in the
mindfulness practice of forest bathing –
consciously communing with nature – than
wandering between the towering karri eucalypt
trees south of Perth in Western Australia. The
Cape to Cape Walk in Margaret River takes
travellers on a 41-kilometre (25-mile) journey
that includes a mindful walking excursion
through these soaring forests, topped off with
an indulgent stay at Injidup Spa Retreat, where
you can continue unwinding with optional inhouse spa treatments.

One of the more exclusive spiritual experiences
takes place in the Northern Territory’s
remote Arnhem Land region, where bush
healing is central to Lirrwi Tourism’s Dilly Bag
Tour for Women. This is a rare opportunity
for female travellers to engage in women’s
business according to Yolŋu culture, including
a profoundly moving crying ceremony, a
communal event that combines suffering with
solace in a healing experience like no other.
Cape to Cape Track,
Western Australia
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Ancient art of healing
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Ngaran Ngaran Culture Awareness,
New South Wales

The four-day Three Capes Lodge Walk along
Tasmania’s dramatic south-east Tasman
Peninsula has introduced a limited edition
walk, co-lead by an experienced yoga
instructor to create a special wellness
experience, offering yogis an opportunity to
enhance their hiking adventure with daily
practice.
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Spiritual spa stays
Combining understated luxury
accommodation with exclusive
nature encounters, Australia’s
luxury lodges promise spa and
wellness experiences with a
difference.
Set under the canopy of
Queensland’s World Heritagelisted Daintree Rainforest, 85
kilometres (52 miles) northwest of Cairns, Silky Oaks
Lodge is a tropical paradise
comprising 40 eco-luxe retreats
and treehouses. The lodge is
located on the doorstep of
the sacred Mossman River,
which is regarded in Aboriginal
culture as one of the most
healing destinations in
Australia. You can experience

its magic on a walk with
Aboriginal guides, exploring
surrounding mountain trails
and waterfalls, or take the River
Drift Snorkelling excursion
down the Mossman itself.
Back at the lodge, the lauded
Healing Waters Spa features
an unmissable menu of
rejuvenating treatments using
natural earth clays and native
plant essences, connecting
you to the rainforest’s healing
power.
But perhaps the ultimate
in spa experiences is to be
found at the picturesque Lake
House in Daylesford, just over
110 kilometres (68 miles)
north-west of Melbourne.

Silky Oaks Lodge,
Queensland

This town is in the heart of
Victoria’s spa country, and
here you’ll find the largest
concentration of natural
mineral springs – and holistic
therapists – in Australia.
Guests of the lake-front
lodge can take to the waters
at its state-of-the-art spa,
surrounded by waterfall-fed
streams. Among the array of
holistic, remedial, deep tissue
and relaxation treatments
available is the opportunity
to soak in individual private
Japanese-style tubs filled with
pure mineral water, located in
custom-built treehouses that
overlook the lagoon and lake
shore below.

Eighteen holes and a spa
Great Golf Courses of
Australia may just be the dark
horse of wellness offerings,
combining the benefits
of physical exercise and
connection to nature with
an increasing number of spa
experiences.
At Tasmania’s acclaimed
Barnbougle Lost Farm Golf
Links, overlooking the island’s
northern coastline, guests
can unwind from a day on
the greens at Barnbougle
Spa. Featuring single and
couples treatment suites,
a steam room and mineral
salt spa, this sanctuary
offers traditional massage
treatments as well as

emerging spa trends such as
vinotherapy, in which you
soak in an anti-ageing bath
infused with antioxidant-rich
Tasmanian wine.
In Queensland’s tropical
Whitsunday Islands, Hamilton
Island Golf Club offers guests
an unforgettable game as the
only championship golf course
on its own island in Australia.
Guests can continue the
idyllic experience with golf
and spa packages featuring
Hamilton Island's indulgent
Spa wumurdaylin. Using
exclusive LaGaia products,
the range of body scrubs,
wraps, massage, and facial
treatments are designed to

Hamilton Island Golf Club,
Queensland

create a luxurious experience
for the body, mind, and
soul without harming the
environment.

Barnbougle Lost Farm Golf Links,
Tasmania
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A wildlife journey
like nowhere else
on earth

Naturaliste Charters,
Western Australia

A further 1,700 kilometres (1,056 miles) down
the Western Australian coastline, Naturaliste
Charters offers eco-certified wildlife-watching
trips around Bremer Canyon. This underwater
canyon is one of the best whale-watching
locations in the world, as it’s frequented by
killer whales (orcas), long-finned pilot whales,
sperm whales and dolphins. There’s a major
focus on sustainability and education, so you
can expect to see research personnel on board
your boat, as the Naturaliste Charters team
is actively engaged with numerous on-board
scientific projects, acoustic monitoring of
whales and several environmental programs.

Wild and wonderful

Australia’s wildlife is admired the world over for
its incredible variety, from cuddly marsupials
with their child-rearing pouches, exotic birds
and the prehistoric predators that are saltwater
crocodiles. With more than 80 per cent of
Australia’s native species found nowhere else
on Earth, Australian Wildlife Journeys guides
travellers over land, sea and sky to showcase
not only the country’s unique animals but how
wildlife populations are being preserved for
years to come.

Southern Cassowary,
FNQ Nature Tours,
Queensland
Exmouth Dive and Whalesharks Ningaloo,
Western Australia

Avian adventures

Australian birdlife is as distinctive as the
kookaburra’s laughing call, with more endemic
bird species than any other country on Earth.
But perhaps the ultimate in bird watching is
the Tropical Wetlands Birdwatching experience
from FNQ Nature Tours, with exclusive access to
a Shared Earth Reserve 75 kilometres (47 miles)
from Cairns. This reserve encompasses more
than 2,000 hectares (5,000 acres) of lagoons,
lakes and old-growth savanna woodland, and
is home to more than 450 avian species,
representing more than half of Australia’s total
number of bird species. You’ll be guided into
the natural habitats of bowerbirds, kingfishers,
riflebirds, fruit doves, parrots, cockatoos and
the endangered southern cassowary.
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Despite being the world’s largest fringing
reef and enjoying UNESCO World Heritagelisted status, Ningaloo Marine Park is
arguably Australia’s most underrated wildlife
wonderland. Situated halfway up Western
Australia’s coastline, Ningaloo features 300
kilometres (186 miles) of dazzling biodiversity.
As the region’s original eco-tourism operation,
Exmouth Dive & Whalesharks Ningaloo guides
travellers around the crystalline waters so you
can swim, snorkel or scuba-dive with Ningaloo’s
underwater residents and migrating visitors.
These include whale sharks, the world’s largest
fish, which can stretch up to 15 metres (49 feet)
long. To help preserve Ningaloo’s astounding
marine life, these tours also double as a datacollection exercise, as the team delivers valuable
information and observations for environmental
studies and scientific research to ensure the
longevity of the reef.

69

Face to fin

Comb-crested Jacana, Lords
Kakadu & Arnhemland Safaris,
Northern Territory

Or for twitchers with a penchant for
photography, Lords Kakadu & Arhemland
Safaris offers a five-day photography tour
guiding shutterbugs on a once-in-a-lifetime
journey through the wild heart of the Northern
Territory. This outback adventure takes in
the World Heritage-listed Kakadu National
Park – an important feeding and roosting site
for more than 200 different bird species. The
national park is also home to forest and azure
kingfishers, magpie geese, spoonbills, egrets,
ibis, herons, cormorants and black-necked
storks (jabirus). Enthusiasts won’t forget an
unmissable cruise on the Yellow Water Billabong
– one of the world’s greatest bird watching
sites, with a large population of whistling ducks,
great egrets, black-winged stilts, comb-crested
jacanas, sacred kingfishers, white-bellied seaeagles, nankeen night herons and little bitterns.
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Marsupials and monotremes
South Australia’s Eyre
Peninsula is a haven for
wildlife across land, sea and
sky, including much-loved
marsupials such as western
grey kangaroos, koalas
and threatened southern
hairy-nosed wombats. With
Australian Coastal Safaris
you can see some of these
animals with the low-impact,
three-day Eyre Peninsula
Wildlife & Ocean Encounters.
This experience includes an
unforgettable visit to Mikkira
Station, which is home to a
large population of koalas.
The Australian Coastal Safaris
team is heavily involved
with the land-based Citizen
Science programs – team

members routinely share
information on local wildlife
sightings and locations to
help environmental groups
further their research and
conservation efforts.
Staying in South Australia,
on Kangaroo Island you can
also get up close with prickly
echidnas, one of only five
known species of monotremes
(mammals that lay eggs) in
the world. Here Exceptional
Kangaroo Island runs a private
three-day Conservation
Connection tour, including a
session with the world expert
on short-beaked echidnas, Dr
Peggy Rismiller. Over lunch,
Peggy can share some of

Koala, Exceptional Kangaroo Island,
South Australia

her insights from studying
echidnas for more than 30
years, as well as describe the
broader ecology of Kangaroo
Island.
Or for a more active
encounter, the award-winning
Maria Island Walk just off
Tasmania’s east coast is a
must in eco-certified wildlife
hikes. Thanks to the island’s
secluded locale and the walk
operator’s close partnerships
with environment-protection
authorities, Maria Island is
known as Tasmania’s Noah’s
ark and is one of the best
places in Australia to observe
wombats, Tasmanian devils,
kangaroos and wallabies.

Night-time explorers
A little more than 130
kilometres (81 miles) southwest of Sydney, the Southern
Highlands region forms part
of the Great Western Wildlife
Corridor, where wildlife
encounters can be had at all
hours. Here Boutique Wildlife
Tours shows small groups
around the area, which is
a key habitat for eastern
grey kangaroos, red-necked
wallabies, short-beaked
echidnas and hundreds
of native bird species.
Dusk is prime time to see
nocturnal marsupials such
as brush-tailed possums,
greater gliders, sugar gliders,
common wombats and tawny
frogmouth owls, which

guests can see on evening
spotlighting expeditions with
red-filtered flashlights.
In Tasmania, where
approximately 40 per cent of
land is protected in national
parks and reserves, Premier
Travel Tasmania shares the
region’s abundant wildlife
on high-end multi-day
tours. With many native
marsupials most active at
night, night-time spotlighting
tours can allow guests to see
lesser-known species such as
eastern and spotted quolls,
southern brown bandicoots
and long-nosed potoroos,
as well as Tassie’s iconic
carnivorous marsupial, the

Wombats, Premier Travel Tasmania,
Tasmania

Tasmanian devil. However, it’s
the local wombat population,
which is currently under
threat from skin infections,
that really takes centre
stage. As a result, all Premier
Travel Tasmania guides are
trained in treating wombats
with the condition, and work
closely with Wombat Rescue
Tasmania to ensure they
receive the follow-up care
they need to survive.

Culture, country and
cuisine
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Strengthening Australia’s thriving farm-to-table
dining scene and supporting efforts to reduce
food mileage, many luxury lodges are not only
featuring local produce on menus but growing
their own fare and engaging local experts to
create hands-on experiences.

Drink, dine and taste

Saffire Freycinet Marine
Oyster Farm,
Tasmania

Australia
Fresh take on Australia

From freshly shucked oysters and handcrafted
cheeses to multicultural fine dining with
award-winning wines and whiskies to match,
Australia’s food and drink scene is renowned
the world over. But as Aussie produce continues
to be refined and reinvented, more and
more operators are finding creative ways to
produce and incorporate their own homegrown
ingredients, adding a whole new flavour to
Australia’s finest foodie experiences.

Adventure North Australia,
Queensland

On Tasmania’s spectacular east coast, Saffire
Freycinet ensures 80 per cent of produce served
to guests is locally sourced. Guests can also
connect with local fare via the lodge’s Beekeeping
Experience. Led by Saffire’s local beekeeper, this
photo-friendly experience takes place at hives
overlooking the Hazards Mountains. Guests are
invited to sport a full-body apiarist suit and learn
about the significance of bees to ecosystems
while extracting honeycomb and sampling its
sweetness fresh from the source.
If that doesn’t satisfy your appetite, the Freycinet
Marine Oyster Farm experience takes Saffire
guests to a nearby oyster farm. Here you don
waders to step into the water and learn about the
local ecology while tasting prized Pacific oysters.
Next to Victoria’s spa country, where the idyllic
Lake House is perched on the shores of Lake
Daylesford, just over 110 kilometres (68 miles)
north-west of Melbourne. Lake House has 33
studios and suites looking out on sprawling
gardens, and is also home to one of Australia’s
most acclaimed restaurants. For an insight into
how Lake House’s famed sourdough is made,
guests can take part in specialised cooking classes
at the sourdough bakehouse on the lodge’s nearby
Dairy Flat farm. Dairy Flat also has its own luxury
accommodation offering, including the services of
a live-in concierge, on an extensive property that
encompasses a large vegetable garden, vineyard,
olive grove and heritage fruit trees.
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Straight to the source
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Lake House Cooking School,
Victoria

Ancient culture meets modern cuisine with
a growing number of unique Aboriginal
experiences showcasing traditional ingredients
alongside fine dining. One such offering is
available with RT Tours Australia, owned
and operated by Bob (Penunka) Taylor, a
descendant of the Arrernte people in the West
MacDonnell Ranges in the Northern Territory.
Bob draws on his years as a world-travelled
chef and his family’s heritage to host unique
dining experiences with an Aboriginal twist,
such as the Mbantua Starlight and Bush Dinner
Tour. This tour starts with an evening stroll
and a bush-tucker cooking demonstration
before guests are treated to spectacular
views over the vibrant ranges, which change
colours as the sun sets. Then you indulge in a
three-course dinner, cooked over an open fire
and featuring native bush ingredients, while
listening to Dreamtime stories about the starry
night sky.

RT Tours Australia,
Northern Territory

For a more interactive experience, Adventure
North Australia offers a number of foodfocused journeys into remote areas of Cape
Tribulation in Tropical North Queensland.
Guided by Kuku Yalanji brothers Linc and
Brandon Walker, you’ll learn how to spearfish, catch a crab or fossick for traditional
bush tucker, before cooking up your haul
with damper, a traditional bread. Following in
the footsteps of their ancestors, the Walker
brothers teach you about traditional foods and
hunting techniques, as well as help you gain an
understanding of the environment, sacred sites
and ancient rock formations.

Slow sips
As a new appreciation for
slowing down, being in the
moment and truly connecting
with loved ones develops in
this post-pandemic world,
Australian wineries are
seeing a welcome rise in
travellers seeking immersive
multi-day stays.
Speaking to this shift, the
Ultimate Winery Experiences
Australia team is on hand
to craft bespoke getaways
as part of the premium
Reserve Range, which goes
beyond its published menu of
experiences.
New to this range is an allinclusive Caley Experience

at Yalumba, Australia’s
most historic winery, in the
heart of South Australia’s
acclaimed Barossa Valley wine
region. Starting with private
transfers from Adelaide
Airport, guests are treated to
two nights’ accommodation in
the stunning Caley Cottage.
Here they enjoy the services
of a daily Wine Ambassador
to guide them on an array
of touring and tasting
experiences, ensuring a wellrounded Barossa immersion.
The real highlight, however,
is a casual dinner with the
Hill-Smith family, who have
owned and operated the
Yalumba winery for more than
170 years.

Yalumba,
South Australia

Brown Brothers,
Victoria

Feathertop Winery,
Victoria

Continuing this slower
approach to travel in
Victoria’s King Valley, 285
kilometres (177 miles) north
of Melbourne, guests can
unwind at Brown Brothers
with its three-day Immersion
Package, including two nights’
premium accommodation
at the Lancemore Milawa
boutique hotel. With VIP
access to the 130-year-old
winery, immersive food and
wine tastings at its acclaimed
Patricia’s Table restaurant,
and even tutored blending
classes, you can explore
the many local gourmet
producers in and around the
surrounding community on
board the winery’s Pedal to
Produce bicycles.
Then 55 kilometres (34
miles) east of Brown Brothers
is the five-star private winery
estate Feathertop, where
an overnight stay in the
boutique accommodation
grants you exclusive access
to everything on site. Set
amid rolling hills overlooking
the alpine peaks of Mount
Buffalo, here you can truly
unwind, reset, tour the inner
sanctum of Feathertop’s
vineyards and winery, and
indulge in hand-crafted coolclimate wines.

Monumental dining
Combining Australia’s most
recognisable landmarks
with surprising fine dining
experiences, Cultural
Attractions of Australia
comprises an array of oncein-a-lifetime dinner dates.
In the heart of the nation’s
capital city of Canberra,
Australian Parliament House
offers guests so much more
than a window into Australian
democracy in action. The
aptly named More than
Politics experience takes
you into off-limits areas
of the architectural icon,
revealing exclusive furniture
and art collections, and
fascinating insights into the

country’s political history,
followed by a high tea
experience usually reserved
for visiting dignitaries. With
a commitment to using
local and sustainable food,
the menu features honey
sourced from on-site hives,
and there’s a special tasting
of a gin made exclusively for
Parliament House.
Also in Canberra is the
National Gallery of Australia,
where A Feast of Icons takes
in an exclusive tour of the
internationally acclaimed
art collection, followed by a
specially curated degustation
dinner, with each course
inspired by a work of art.

Private Gallery Dinner: Banquet of Cleopatra,
National Gallery of Victoria, (NGV), Melbourne,
Victoria

And in Melbourne’s cultural
centre, the National
Gallery of Victoria (NGV)
offers exclusive access to
Australia’s oldest and most
visited art museum, as well
as an unforgettable feast as
part of the Private Gallery
Dinner: The Banquet of
Cleopatra experience. Expect
a guided art tour and live
music performances, followed
by dinner in front of NGV’s
most famous masterpiece,
The Banquet of Cleopatra by
Giambattista Tiepolo.

Stadium scene
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Few cultural attractions are as globally
recognisable as the UNESCO World Heritage-listed
Sydney Opera House, an architectural masterpiece,
a world-class performing arts centre and the crown
jewel of cultural landmarks that surround Sydney
Harbour. But beyond the curtains, you can gain
exclusive access to Australia’s most famous building
with the Taste of Opera – A Private Opera Recital
experience, which promises an unforgettable
backstage tour, optional cocktails and canapés
or dinner party, plus your own private recital of
famous arias by a world-class opera singer.

A spotlight on
cultural tourism

Opera Australia:
Star at the Sydney Opera House,
New South Wales

Wild and wonderful

Cultural travel is one of Australia’s fastestgrowing tourism segments, with a strong lineup of sophisticated offerings across the country.
Featuring some of the nation’s most exclusive
and bespoke backstage experiences, Cultural
Attractions of Australia collective members not
only entertain and inspire travellers but create
experiences that provide a unique insight into
what it really means to be Australian.
Adelaide Oval,
South Australia

For those who love to star as much as spectate,
Opera Australia, Australia’s national opera
company, gives you the opportunity to have your
own walk-on role with Star at the Sydney Opera
House. You’ll visit the Opera Australia studios to
be fitted with a handmade costume, and receive
first-hand guidance from the assistant director.
It’s all preparation for the big night, where you
take to the stage in your fitted costume, show
make-up and hair for a memorable appearance in
a live Sydney Opera House performance.
In the cosmopolitan centre of Melbourne, arguably
Australia’s culture capital, Arts Centre Melbourne
shines as the nation’s largest performing arts
venue. It has showcased the best of Australian
and international acts for nearly 40 years,
including performances from Australia’s leading
companies across music, opera, theatre and
dance. But the ultimate Arts Centre Melbourne
experience is the VIP All Access Tour, in which
travellers are guided through the centre’s hidden
corridors and backstage spaces to treasures such
as the Australian Music Vault, where you can get
up close with the best in Aussie music. But the
big-ticket item is the internationally renowned
Australian Performing Arts Collection Store. Here
at the country’s biggest performing arts archive,
accessible to only a privileged few, your gloved
guide will reveal iconic costumes and artefacts
from Australia’s performance history, such as
Kylie Minogue’s famous gold hot pants.

If that doesn’t sate your appetite for sport,
Adelaide Oval, in the heart of South Australia’s
capital city, remains one of the country’s most
prestigious venues. Established in 1871, the Oval
delivers a mix of old-world charm and exemplary
modern features following a $535 million
redevelopment. Explore it all with the Adelaide
Oval Legends Tour, taking you behind the
scenes of the Bradman Collection – a museum
dedicated to Australia’s greatest ever cricketer,
Sir Donald Bradman – then experience the
player’s viewing room, where Australia’s greats
prepared to take the field. Afterwards, you’ll get
to chat one-on-one with a senior groundsman,
before creating your own surname plate to
display on the Oval’s century-old scoreboard –
an honour bestowed on very few.
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World-class arts

Australia’s sporting prowess on the world stage
famously spans many codes and disciplines, but
one of the best places to see Aussie athleticism
in action (and feel the thunderous sports-fan
atmosphere) is the beloved Melbourne Cricket
Ground, or MCG. As the birthplace of Test and
one-day international cricket, the home of the
Australian Football League’s grand final, and the
host to many other sporting and historic events,
the MCG doubles as Australia’s premier sporting
stadium and spiritual home of sport. Get amid
the action with the MCG Private Tour Experience,
providing an exclusive guided tour of the
landmark stadium, including areas otherwise offlimits to fans. Step onto the hallowed MCG turf,
access the cricket viewing rooms and go behind
the scenes of the prestigious Melbourne Cricket
Club, before a personalised journey through
interactive exhibits of the high-tech Australian
Sports Museum, which details how Melbourne
has become an international sports icon.
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The Arts Centre,
Victoria

Melbourne Cricket Ground,
Victoria
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Moments in time
Many historians believe that of
all the historic milestones that
defined this country, it was
our presence on international
battlefields that cemented
Australia’s global standing as
a young nation. As such, the
Australian War Memorial in
Canberra is widely recognised
as one of the most significant
museums in the world,
commemorating the sacrifice of
Australians who served and died
in times of conflict through its
huge collection of stories and
artefacts. The moving Soul of
the Nation experience, hosted
by an expert guide, reveals
some of these touching stories,
starting with the Australian Roll
of Honour, inscribed with the

Port Arthur Historic Site,
Tasmania

names of more than 102,000
servicemen and -women
who have made the ultimate
sacrifice. Guests may also pay
their respects at the Tomb of
the Unknown Australian Soldier
in the breathtaking Hall of
Memory, which is lined with one
of the largest mosaics in the
world. After taking a guided tour
into the world-class galleries,
you can join a curator for an
exclusive exploration of unique
memorabilia, rare wartime
letters, photographs and diaries,
as well as works by some of
Australia’s most important
artists of the last century.
To step back even further in
time, the World Heritage-

listed Port Arthur Historic
Site, located 90 minutes’
drive south-east of Hobart,
Tasmania, brings Australia’s
early convict history to life.
With the iconic Wheel of
Fate experience, you can go
behind the bars with a guided
evening exploration of this
infamous prison settlement to
see where Port Arthur’s most
notable inmates worked, slept
and ate. You can elevate the
experience further by opting
for a conservation expert
to give you rare insights.
Then, contrasting the grim
history, the experience
includes a three-course
dinner showcasing Tasmania’s
sublime local produce.

Dinner with a difference
Among Australia’s more
unique cultural attractions
is Tasmania’s iconic Museum
of Old and New Art (Mona) in
Hobart, the largest privately
owned museum in the
country. There is a startling
collection of weird and
wonderful artworks: expect
the unexpected from ancient
Egyptian funerary objects,
a waterfall of words, and
even a machine that mimics
the human digestive system.
But for a truly memorable
Mona experience, nothing
can trump Dinner with
David, a private dinner with
Mona’s founder and artistic
mastermind, David Walsh.
To match the company is an

awe-inspiring feast at the
museum’s Source Restaurant,
coupled with some gamechanging wines from the
legendary wine bunker, picked
by David himself. This dinner
date for the ages includes
private jet transfers from
Sydney or Melbourne, luxury
accommodation in Mona’s
stunning riverfront pavilions,
a guided tour of the museum
with a curator, and a behindthe-scenes tour of Mona’s
on-site winery, Moorilla.

Mona,
Tasmania

The Source, Mona,
Tasmania

The Source, Mona,
Tasmania
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Connecting with

Wula Gura Nyinda
Eco Cultural Adventures,
Western Australia

Australia's
first peoples
Ancient land, ancient
stories

With a deep spiritual connection to land and
sea that dates back 60,000 years, Australian
Aboriginal peoples maintain the oldest living
culture on the planet. This ancient relationship
between Australia’s First Peoples and the land
to which they belong is so unique, so palpable,
that travellers increasingly seek to understand
and experience the stories, customs and wisdom
that help maintain that connection.

Dreamtime stories can be heard right across the
continent, like in Western Australia’s dazzling
Shark Bay, more than 800 kilometres (497
miles) north of Perth. Shark Bay is known as
Gutharraguda (meaning ‘two waters’) in the
local Aboriginal Malagna language. Here Darren
‘Capes’ Capewell, a descendant of the land’s
First Peoples and the guide of Wula Gura Nyinda
Eco Cultural Adventures, shows travellers
around the spectacular bay as part of the Kayak
& Wildlife Adventure, while sharing ancient
stories passed down to him. Along the way,
you can learn how, according to Dreaming, the
region’s saltwater channels were created and
why this led to the prickly appearance of thorny
devil lizards – an ageless lesson in respecting
both Country and culture.
But perhaps one of Australia’s best-known
Dreaming stories is that of the Rainbow Serpent.
While nuanced versions can be heard across the
country, they speak to the same belief – a giant
serpent slithered across the land, gouging out
what would become the rivers and streams. In
the Northern Territory’s vibrant Kakadu National
Park, this story takes on a more tangible
dimension as Kakadu Cultural Tours guides
travellers into spectacular locales left over from
when the Rainbow Serpent, known as Ngalyod in
this area, carved through the landscape. As many
believe Ngalyod still exists in the deep pools
below waterfalls across Kakadu, most Aboriginal
people won’t swim there to avoid disturbing it.

Ngurrangga Tours,
Western Australia

Kakadu Cultural Tours,
Northern Territory

Alongside the importance of oral storytelling in
preserving Aboriginal culture, art has also proved
a powerful resource for connecting descendants
of Australia’s First Peoples (and visitors alike)
with ancient stories. Ancient Aboriginal art
using unique symbols and linework can be
found etched onto rock faces and nature’s other
canvasses, detailing lessons of Creation, clan
heritage and coming-of-age rituals – all recording
moments in time. One of the most prolific sites
showcasing this is the Quinkan rock art, dating
back some 20,000 years, surrounding the
Tropical North Queensland town of Laura. Here
Jarramali Rock Art Tours can guide you around
this extraordinary outdoor art museum, regarded
by UNESCO as one of the 10 most significant
rock art sites in the world.
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To truly understand the Australian landscape
through the lens of its Traditional Owners, you
must first become acquainted with each region’s
Dreamtime (or Dreaming) stories, which are
central to Indigenous culture and explain how
pre-colonial Australia came to be and how it
functions to this day. These stories of Creation
tell of the complex relationships between the
land’s native flora and fauna, and of surviving
Australia’s harshest climates.

Ancient art and
ancestor stories
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Nature through
Dreaming

Jarramali Rock Art Tours,
Queensland

But it’s in Western Australia’s north-west corner,
where terracotta earth meets turquoise seas on
the Pilbara’s Burrup Peninsula, that you’ll find
what is believed to be the highest concentration
of rock engravings, and the earliest examples of
art, in the world. This area is best explored with
Clinton Walker, a descendant of the Pilbara’s
traditional owners, from Ngurrangga Tours.
Clinton shows how his ancestral lands are home
to up to a million Aboriginal rock carvings,
known as petroglyphs, some dating back 40,000
years. While guiding you to some examples of
these engravings, Clinton explains the figures,
fauna and symbols that they depict, as well as
finding examples of plants used as traditional
medicine along the way.
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The power of Aboriginal song
Listening to traditional
Aboriginal music is more than
entertainment: it’s a powerful
experience that brings people
together while also creating a
passage for Aboriginal people
to communicate with their
ancestors and share their
stories. It’s moving and spiritual,
as Aboriginal song can be used
to celebrate stories of Creation,
heal the sick and even map
the landscape. It’s even said to
influence weather patterns.
One of the more immersive
musical experiences in Australia
is offered by Josh Whiteland,
a proud Wadandi man and
talented musician who runs
Koomal Dreaming Cultural

Experiences around the coastal
town of Dunsborough, 250
kilometres (156 miles) south
of Perth in Western Australia.
Here Josh can take you on a
guided bushwalk through his
ancestral lands, showing you
native foods and plants used
for traditional medicine along
the way, before arriving at the
spectacular Ngilgi Cave. Here
you’ll learn the ancient art
of creating a fire by rubbing
sticks together, followed by a
magical didgeridoo performance
that’s amplified by the natural
acoustics of the cave.

Flames of the Forest,
Queensland

an atmospheric feature of
Australia’s only rainforest
dining experience, Flames of
the Forest. Under the canopy
of the Daintree rainforest in
Tropical North Queensland,
the traditional grounds of the
Kuku Yalanji people, you’ll be
served a gourmet seven-dish
banquet dinner, while local
Aboriginal musicians perform
soulful didgeridoo, traditional
song and storytelling.

Women’s and men’s business
A common thread across the
hundreds of Aboriginal clans,
or nations, across Australia
is the cultural distinction
between women’s business and
men’s business – the division
of responsibility, insights
and customs. With distinct
but equally important roles,
this cultural separation of the
sexes is all part of the delicate
balance between Aboriginal
people and the land to which
they belong.
Female travellers can deepen
their experience of Aboriginal
culture in the Northern
Territory’s Kakadu National
Park, with the six-night,
female-only Aboriginal Weaving

Or for a more indulgent
experience, the resonant
sound of the digeridoo is
Koomal Dreaming,
Western Australia

Experience with Kakadu
Cultural Tours. Weaving is
considered women’s business
in traditional Bininj culture,
and in this multi-day workshop,
Aboriginal weavers will share
their knowledge, skills and
stories handed down over
generations. You may also
collect pandanus and other
plants on guided bushwalks, dye
and prepare fibres for weaving,
and experience the pristine
wilderness of East Alligator
River on a leisurely cruise.

Kakadu Cultural Tours,
Northern Territory

Tourism offers gender-specific
cultural experiences according
to Yolŋu tradition, such as
the Yidaki Master Class with
Djalu, inviting men to learn
the didgeridoo (yidaki in the
Yolŋu language). This five-day
experience provides one-on-one
expertise from yidaki master
Djalu Gurruwiwi, from the
process of sourcing and crafting
a yidaki through to playing it.

Over in East Arnhem Land,
home to wild coastlines, soaring
escarpments and monsoon
rainforests, Yolŋu culture
continues to thrive. Here Lirrwi
Lirrwi Tourism,
Northern Territory

Wildlife encounters
with a difference
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One collective that naturally has sustainability
at its core is Great Walks of Australia, which
ensures every member offering meets a strict
set of green credentials, including ecotourism
certification and reviews of sustainable
operations in sensitive environments.

Travelling
sustainably

Classic Larapinta Trek In Comfort,
Northern Territory

The future of travel is
here

As momentum builds across Australia around the
shift to eco-friendly and low-impact practices,
the concept of responsible tourism has become
ingrained in the Signature Experiences of
Australia (SEoA) ethos. The eight collectives
that make up SEoA deliver a growing array
of unique experiences that allow travellers to
explore Australia in a sustainable way. From ecoconscious fine dining and carbon-neutral stays
to wildlife conservancy and socially inclusive
tours, the evolving suite of sustainable practices
and products across the Signature Experiences
of Australia collectives ensures travellers can feel
good about their next trip to Australia.

Echidna Walkabout Nature Tours,
Victoria

The Classic Larapinta Trek in Comfort, for
instance, spanning 72 kilometres (45 miles)
across the West MacDonnell Ranges in the
Northern Territory, is both a triumph of outback
odyssey and low-impact travel. Guests retire
to exclusive wilderness campsites along the
trail each night at sites specially designed to
minimise water waste, with low-water showers
and composting toilets – even the provided soap
and shampoo is biodegradable. While lighting
is powered by solar systems, all firewood is
supplied from sustainable sources, and waste is
either diligently composted or removed.
The new five-day Scenic Rim Trail in Queensland’s
Main Range National Park, south-west of
Brisbane, is also a glowing example of sustainable
tourism. Led by luxury-retreat brand Spicers, this
high-end hiking experience prioritises the range’s
UNESCO World Heritage-listed rainforest by
supporting local programs focused on preserving
local biodiversity, including co-partnering on a
$5m wildlife research and rehabilitation centre.
Spicers’ property is also carefully maintained to
foster native flora and fauna. Only 10 per cent
of the land area is used as farmland growing the
organic produce featured on the menu, as part
of Spicers’ focus on self-sufficient operations.
The sites also run on solar power and use filtered
rainwater to minimise environmental impact.

Echidna Walkabout Nature Tours’ East Gippsland
Wildlife Journey takes travellers on an immersive
four-day experience 350 kilometres (217 miles)
north-east of Melbourne, Victoria. This journey
features wilderness walks through the natural
habitats of some of south-eastern Australia’s
most incredible wildlife, including koalas,
wombats, wallabies and lyrebirds. You can also
help to set up a wild koala research project,
conduct bird and wildlife surveys on the fringes
of bushfire-affected areas, and remove fishing
nets from waterways.
Similarly, off the South Australian coast,
Exceptional Kangaroo Island’s Flinders Chase
Focus experience gives travellers a chance to
participate in wildlife surveys and camera checks
at a local wildlife refuge, before taking a guided
tour of Flinders Chase National Park to see sea
lions and fur seals basking on the shoreline.
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Low-impact hiking
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Scenic Rim Trail,
Queensland

With more than 80 per cent of Australia’s native
species found nowhere else on Earth, protecting
Aussie fauna is at the heart of the experiences
offered by the Australian Wildlife Journeys
(AWJ) collective. Following the widely reported
2019/2020 bushfires, however, there’s been
an emergence in opportunities for travellers to
not only encounter Australia’s unique animal
kingdom but actively participate in efforts to
regenerate endangered populations.

Exceptional Kangaroo Island,
South Australia
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Fishing for the future
As Great Fishing Adventures of
Australia members increasingly
steer towards responsible
experiences and practices, it
signals that fishing enthusiasts
have evolved from being a part
of the world’s over-fishing
problem to being part of the
solution.
Among the collective’s
offerings is Kimberley Coastal
Camp, tucked away in Western
Australia’s remote north-west
corner. The camp is only
accessible via helicopter and
float plane, so guest numbers
are kept low by necessity. Even
with an abundance of tropical
species such as barramundi,

mangrove jack and coral
trout, the camp operates on a
catch-and-release basis – only
keeping fish destined for the
camp’s dining table each day
– and promotes sustainable
fishing methods.
Over in Tropical North
Queensland, 68 kilometres (42
miles) north of Cairns, Nick
and Megan Milford’s East Coast
Angling participates in the Reef
Guardian program. Led by the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
Authority, this sustainabilityawareness program ensures
guests can take part in
eco-conscious sportfishing in
locations as remote as they are

Waterline Charters,
Northern Territory

spectacular, followed by luxury
accommodation on a 24-metre
(80-foot) mothership.
Another eco-conscious member
of the collective is Josh Hutchins,
better known as the Aussie Fly
Fisher. As well as guiding expert
fly-fishing expeditions across
Australia and contributing to
leading fishing magazines, Josh
has earned a cult social media
following while advocating
sustainable fishing practices.
This knowledge is shared on his
trips, where you can also gain a
deeper understanding about the
importance of catch-and-release
methods and using barbless
hooks.

A toast to Mother Nature
Some leading Australian
wineries are not only
experimenting with organic,
biodynamic and lowintervention practices, but
have become shining examples
of what the future of wine
could look like. Leading the
way in the Ultimate Winery
Experiences Australia portfolio
is Gemtree Wines, situated
in South Australia’s McLaren
Vale, 40 kilometres (25 miles)
south of Adelaide. Gemtree has
operated as a fully biodynamic
and certified organic winery
since 2011. You’ll be guided
behind the scenes of how
the winery uses natural pest
control and solar energy, and

harvests in sync with the
moon, to make award-winning
Aussie wines. Afterwards,
wander the Gemtree Ecotrail
through regenerated native
bushland, where you have the
option of enjoying a gourmet
five-course, wine-paired picnic.
Voyager Estate is also
blending world-class wine
with sustainable practices
to protect its Margaret River
region locale, 285 kilometres
(177 miles) south of Perth
in Western Australia. While
working towards becoming a
fully certified organic winery
by 2023, Voyager has already
planted more than 70,000

Gemtree Wines,
South Australia

native trees to rehabilitate
cleared farmland, and boasts
a thriving kitchen garden that
supplies up to 90 per cent of
the herbs and vegetables used
in the restaurant’s unmissable
Discovery menu.

Voyager Estate,
Western Australia

Sustainable sophistication
Conscious travellers can
also find a commitment to
sustainability in some of the
most luxurious corners of
the country with the Luxury
Lodges of Australia collective.
As each independent lodge
champions a diverse range
of sustainable practices,
guests can contribute to local
environmental preservation
and regeneration efforts, as
well as enjoy experiences
that support and enrich local
communities and cultures.

In the World Heritage-listed
Blue Mountains, north-west of
Sydney, Emirates One&Only
Wolgan Valley was one of

Saving the sacred
Australia’s first conservationbased luxury resorts and
the first resort in the world
to achieve internationally
accredited carbon neutral
status when it opened in
2009. Beyond the spectacular
valleys and luxury suites, the
resort’s conservation efforts
have continued to evolve,
with expert field guides
leading unique activities for
all ages, including wildlife
monitoring and tree planting.
There’s also the opportunity
to participate in WomSAT, a
research program dedicated to
the preservation of wombats,
and significant regeneration
efforts following the
2019/2020 bushfires.

Steeped in creation
stories that interconnect
spirituality, the land, lore,
social life and care of the
environment, passed down
for tens of thousands of
years – Aboriginal culture has
endured the ages to become
the oldest living culture on
the planet today. What is even
more remarkable is that the
preservation of Aboriginal
culture is largely attributed
to the art of oral storytelling
through verbal teachings,
song, music, art, dance,
ceremony, and ritual. While
storytelling remains at the
heart of sharing Aboriginal
culture, today it takes many
forms, incorporating modern
technology, tourism and
digital media, to ensure the
past continues into the future.

In the Northern Territory’s
heartland, near Uluru, Maruku
Arts has been contributing
to cultural sustainability for
over 30 years, helping to
preserve Aboriginal practises
like painting, drawing and
carving through sharing these
traditions with visitors and
local employment. Owned by
Anangu (Aboriginal people
from the Western and Central
Deserts of Australia), here you
can peruse an extensive range
of paintings and distinctive
punu (wooden carvings) by
some 900 Anangu artists,
depicting creation stories
and places. Beyond the retail
gallery, this outback art centre
offers hands-on dot-painting
workshops, where you’ll be
guided by a local Anangu artist
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Among them is Arkaba,
where the historic homestead
accommodates just 10
guests at any one time, for
privileged access to this

24,000-hectare (60,000-acre)
private wildlife conservancy
in South Australia’s outback
Flinders Ranges. Conservation
programs on the former sheep
station continue to reverse
the effects of livestock
grazing by encouraging the
return of native plants as well
as eradicating pest species.
These continuing efforts
have been rewarded with
the return of an abundance
of native wildlife, including
endangered species such as
yellow-footed rock wallabies.

Maruku Arts,
Northern Territory

Sand Dune Adventures,
New South Wales

The Arkaba Walk,
South Australia

Dreamtime Southern X,
New South Wales

to learn about the traditional
art form, symbols and tools,
creating your own artwork.
In picturesque Port Stephens,
Sand Dune Adventures
combines uniquely cultural
preservation with quad
biking in their high-energy
tours of Stockton Beach sand
dunes – the largest coastal
sand dunes in the Southern
Hemisphere. Lead by local
Aboriginal guides, the tour
gives you exclusive access to
Aboriginal land, taking you
on an unforgettable journey
through bushland, in and
around enormous sand dunes,
where you’ll learn about
traditional Aboriginal food and
history, as well as the cultural
significance of the dunes.
In Sydney, Dreamtime
Southern X leads guided
walking tours that showcase
the city’s ancient heritage,
with 29 clan groups belonging
to the metropolitan area,
referred to collectively as
the Eora Nation. The Rocks
Aboriginal Dreaming Tour
for instance, takes you on
a leisurely stroll around the
famous Rocks precinct, while
your Aboriginal guide shares
passed-down knowledge about
the cultural significance of
Sydney Harbour, its foreshores
and adjoining waterways,
explaining the connection
between the natural world and
the spiritual world, even in a
modern-day metropolis.

program

Today’s discerning international
traveller is seeking out travel
destinations that deliver unique
and authentic experiences which
tap into their passion points.

generates demand by highlighting
experiences that have been
carefully designed to capture the
imagination of travellers around
the world.

To help fulfil this need, Tourism
Australia has partnered with
industry collectives to develop
Signature Experiences of Australia
- a program which packages and
promotes Australia’s outstanding
tourism experiences within a
variety of niche areas and special
interest categories.

What sets these experiences apart
is their connection to the diverse
natural landscapes of Australia.
They invite visitors to discover,
learn and connect with Australia.
Engaging travellers in memorable
activities that are deeply personal,
and they make connections on an
emotional, physical, spiritual and
social level.

The program focuses on shifting
perceptions of Australia by
broadening the view of what
it has to offer and in doing so,
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ABOUT the

For more information visit
tourism.australia.com/experiences

True North,
Western Australia

Tourism Australia is the
Australian Government
agency responsible for
promoting Australia to the
world as a destination for
business and leisure travel.
Tourism Australia’s purpose
is to increase the economic
benefits of tourism to
Australia. The organisation
is active in around 15 key
markets, where it aims
to grow demand for the
destination’s tourism
experiences by promoting
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ABOUT

the unique attributes which
will entice people to visit.
Tourism Australia’s
activities include social
and digital media,
traditional advertising,
public relations and
media programs, trade
shows and programs for
the tourism industry,
consumer promotions,
online communications and
consumer research.
For more information visit
tourism.australia.com

Sal Salis,
Western Australia
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Disclaimer: All information was correct at the time of printing
and is provided ‘as is’ with no guarantee of completeness,
accuracy, timeliness or of the results obtained from reliance
placed by any person on the information contained in this
guide. Tourism Australia makes no warranties, representations
or undertakings about any of the content of this information,
and in no event will be responsible for any errors or omissions,
or for the results obtained from the use of this information.

